
September 6  òUU Missionary?ó          Sarah Oglesby  

Sarah Oglesby will speak about how we connect with each other as UUs to create 

mission and engage in work that reflects our values.  Sarah is a seminarian at Iliff 

School of Theology and works full time at the Community College of Denver. 

September 13 "Start -Up Sunday: Welcoming Back, Going Forward"  

Reverend Coeyman  

On this first Sunday of the new church year, we celebrate where we are now as a 

church community, celebrating the many accomplishments and the many phases of 

growth at CUUC over the past year. We also look forward to where we are going in 

the coming year, and how our various covenantal commitments to one another will 

make us all the stronger and more united as a congregation. Today  we also mark 

the beginning of the second year of our Consulting Ministry together, the beginning 

of the Religious Education program, and the first performance of the season by the 

CUUC Choir. We also begin our congregational covenant process in this service, 

which will culminate in our mission workshop on October 10.  Join in the CUUC all-

church picnic at Clement Park after the service (see article by DLRE  Martin Blue-

Norton on page 11). 

September 20 "Covenant -Building: The Unity in Our Diversity"  

Reverend Coeyman  

A covenant is a promise, a mutual agreement for how to be in relationship with one 

another. Today we review the history of covenant in our religious heritage and offer 

practical tips for how to create covenants in our various groups and committees in 

this congregation. Todayôs service also includes the installation of Religious Educa-

tion teachers, as well as chairs and members of our standing and elected committees 

for the 2009-2010 church year. 

September 27 "A Deeper Look at Immigration"  Jennifer Piper  

Jennifer Piper, Immigrant Rights Director for Interfaith Organizing with the Ameri-

can Friends Service Committee will speak on issues of immigration, community, and 

human rights. 
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òWalking Together in Covenantó 

Welcome Back! To a new church year, to new programs, new activities (some yet to be 

defined, by you), to new relationship-building. I am so pleased to begin a second year 

as the Consulting Minister of this congregation. We came far together last year and I 

look forward to another good year of being together. 

As I explained in the August newsletter, this year I have defined monthly themes 

around which to organize worship services and other congregational activities. These 

themes will help us focus one of the main projects for this year, a new round of 

ómissioningô work that will result in an examination and possible re-writing of the con-

gregationôs mission statement. The theme for September is óCovenant.ô 

Let us recall that a ócovenantô is a ópromise,ô a mutual agreement for how we are to-

gether. My colleague, the Reverend Kirk Loadman-Copeland, explains ócovenantô as 

óthe internal moral compass for a congregations,ô that is realized in all we do. Covenant

-making is core to our identity as a free religion. In Judeo-Christian heritage, a covenant 

with Jahweh was central to the identity and nationhood of ancient Israel. The ancients 

expressed covenant-keeping as how they ówalked together.ô More immediate ancestors 

of modern Unitarian Universalists, the Pilgrims seeking religious freedom in seven-

teenth-century New England, based their new religion on Old Testament covenant. The 

Pilgrims were sometimes identified as ópeople of the promise,ô thatôs how central cove-

nant-keeping was for them. They understood that their free religion in their new home-

land had to be based on ódeeds, not creedsô: that is, on how they agreed to live together, 

not on what beliefs they held in common. I suspect many of us modern UUs were at-

tracted to this faith for just that reason: no commitment to a creed required! 

How does this history grounded in covenant translate into modern congregational life? 

Based in part on encouragement from the Reverend Alice Blair Wesley, many UU con-

gregations are practicing covenant-writing at many levels: within groups and commit-

tees; within the staff; between staff and congregations; among the entire congregation. 

There are three essential features of covenant statements. They are known by and avail-

able to all members of the group that creates the covenant. They are reviewed regularly 

by the group. They are subject to re-wording and re-writing as the group changes. 

The Committee on Ministry and I are urging all groups of CUUC to create covenant 

statements this year. Members of the COM are available to help (see their column in 

this newsletter). It doesnôt take long - 30 to 45 minutes, max -- and the benefits are 

huge! Thus far, I as minister have been part of a covenanting process with the board in 

developing my contract for this three-quarter-time Consulting Ministry, with the council 

in defining how I apportion my ministry time, with the COM, and with the worship 

committee. Covenanting is powerful! 

Additionally, as part of the preparation for mission work that will officially begin with a 

workshop on Saturday, October 10 (mark your calendars), we plan to write an all-

church covenant statement. We have a new method for doing this, that you will hear 

more about as we approach Start-Up Sunday, September 13. Briefly, for four Sundays 

between then and October 4, we will take about five minutes during each worship ser-

vice to collect various types of input from you, the congregants, that go into writing a 

covenant statement. Again, this process takes so little time, and has such huge benefits. 

(Continued on the bottom of Page 4) 

From the Minister  
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My, how the church has changed in the last 16 years. When I was Columbineôs first president, we had 

no established history to look back on for guidance. At that time our national organization, the Unitarian 

Universalist Association of Congregations (UUA), didnôt want to give out templates to new congrega-

tions, because they felt that each new congregation should develop their own uniqueness. The members 

of Columbine stumbled along, making decisions as we needed, to address the many aspects of being a 

church. 

We are no longer stumbling along. The UUA also has moved in the direction of giving new and existing 

congregations much more guidance, so each church no longer has to put out the energy to reinvent the 

wheel. Columbine is making use of this extended network by sending people to General Assembly, 

Leadership School, and district events; and by having workshops lead by outside facilitators. My hope is 

that this year even more of our members will attend these wonderful opportunities to experience the 

community aspect of our religious life together. 

It is helpful that Columbine now has a well-defined history and has developed many standard policies to 

guide the smooth running of the church. This makes it easier for the board to make the decisions that 

come up in the everyday running of the church. We now turn to the church policy book and ask the 

question ñWhat have the prior boards done when faced with the same issue?ò We occasionally change 

these policies, but we are guided well by the decisions made by past boards. If you have any questions 

about policies, the policy book is in the church office for all to use. This book is a guide for you, so that 

you do not always need to ask the present board to make a ruling on an issue. The other question the 

board asks itself when an issue is brought to us is, ñWhat committee should be making this decision?ò  

This is a good question to ask about any issue in the church and can save much time. 

As Columbineôs current board president, I like my new role. I seldom make rulings on issues but instead 

delegate. You will find that I often answer your questions with ñWho should you be talking to?ò or ñLet 

me see what prior boards have done.ò and  ñI need to think about this.ò There will be few quick deci-

sions forthcoming, which is very different from the first time I was your president, 16 years ago. How-

ever, I want you to feel that you can bring your concerns to me and receive guidance. 

In our faith, 
Sally 
Sally Popiel, President of the Board of Trustees 

From the President  
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Making a Difference 
 by Frances Blizard 

The Votes Are In! Itôs Been a Great Success! -- Thanks to a generous group of people we sponsored 24 children (the 

most ever) with new outfits, school supplies, and a backpack. Contributions of money added up to $596, also the most 

ever! 

Inter-Faith has a lot of supporters in the community, and a total of 689 children were sponsored In addition, there was a 

waiting list of over 425 children who will be receiving school supplies and backpacks. It is a big operation. Just ask 

Darrell Dodge, who toted everything up to Inter-Faith, and was just amazed to see what was going on. He took a lot of 

pictures, and I hope we'll be seeing them. 

A Life Story  -- Recently one of Inter-Faith's clients showed up and asked for help with his house payment. He was 

married with four children; his wife had health problems and couldn't work He had two low-paying jobs, but it wasn't 

enough. After talking with a case worker and others it was agreed they would give him the full amount of one monthly 

payment on his house. 

House payments and rents can be covered by Inter-Faith only once a year; the 

same goes for utilities. What will happen to this man and his family? Nobody 

knows, but Inter-Faith gave him some breathing room for one month, and he may 

be able to get things together in that time. Inter-Faith is a safety net for people who 

are desperately in need of a helping hand. Our financial support frees up money 

that can be used to help them through a tough time. 

Food, Food, More Food -- It keeps coming in, it goes up to Inter-Faith the next 

morning. It is put on the Food Bank shelves, and soon it is all gone. About five 

hundred families count on picking up food there four times a year -- three meals 

for each family member for a week. They also receive food baskets at Thanksgiv-

ing (with a turkey) and at Christmas, It adds up to a LOT of foodé.. 

So please keep the food coming in, and feel good about it. 
Interfaith Workers with backpacks donated by CUUC  

Continued from Page 2) 

Consulting Ministry by definition is a ministry with specific objectives, organized mostly around leadership develop-

ment. That is, it is not geared as strongly toward relationship-building with all members of a congregation as a settled 

ministry is. That my ministry is not yet quite full-time, places further limits on my contact with the entire congregation. 

I do interact with many members on a regular basis, but if I have less occasion to be with you personally, please donôt 

hesitate to call the church office and suggest a time for us to get together, in my office or at a local coffee shop. My 

goal this year is to meet with each member and dedicated friend in activities and conversations outside of the óworkô 

that we do together. I want to get to know each of you, and help you know me better ð Iôll tell you about my children, 

my love of the Colorado mountains, my passion for English Country Dance and Baroque viol music, and more! 

I look forward to walking together in covenant with each of you in the coming church year. 

Many blessings,  

Barbara  
Reverend Barbara Coeyman 
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Musings 
It seems to me that death is a lot like masturbation - many folks do it alone and nobody wants to talk about it. For me, there is nothing I 

wonôt talk about. I donôt even have to know much about the subject. Give me the slightest notion you are at all interested in what I think, 

and Iôll gladly spout off a monologue that would make Masters and Johnson turn a lighter shade of carmine. 

I spend far too much time thinking about things that have a small place in the grand scheme of things. Death is one of them. There is noth-

ing I can do about death, especially my own. Whether god is real or a figment of my imagination, my death is imminent. What good could 

come of thinking about it? I think about it anyway. 

I have all the normal questions about death and maybe some of the more abnormal. Here is a sample of my questions and Iôm only scratch-

ing the surface. 

Where do we go? Will my grandmother be there? Why is death such a mystery? Why is life such a mystery? Will I be able to play baseball 

there? Or at least be able to watch? Can I find out who killed JFK? Are there really miracles or does everything have an explanation that we 

just donôt know? What have Cubs fans done to deserve futility in the amount they receive it? Why didnôt Jesus ever write anything down 

on paper so we could be clear about what he thought? What is something that 21st century scientists believe is a hard fact but is really 

laughable - something like when scientists believed the world was flat or the sun revolved around it? Did OJ really do it? Tell me anything 

about Easter Island and Stonehenge? Is peace on earth just a fairytale, like the Easter Bunny, or is it really possible? Why is there no blue 

food? 

Iôve heard the Universe is between 14 and 15 billion years old; the earth is about four billion years old; humans are between three and 

seven million years old; even speech is thought to be two to three million years old. To the best of my knowledge, we are the only species 

who has written anything down. Why are the oldest stories we have only about six thousand years old? At 20 years per generation - which 

is generous going back just 15 or 20 of them - it took humans 100,000 to 150,000 generations to get from spoken word to written word. 

Then from the written word to landing on the moon it took us only another 300 generations? Whatôs wrong with that picture? 

Iôm just warming up. I told you I have thought of this subject way too much. Iôve got days of useless information that Iôd like to know 

about when I get to the afterlife. But those questions werenôt the point of this musing. As I recall, death was. 

Terminally ill people seem to be able to offer a unique perspective on death. Personally, I hope I never know Iôm terminally ill . Keep it 

from me. Allow me to live blissfully ignorant of my ultimate demise. This way, I can keep thinking I will live to see the day that science 

will develop something to keep me alive eternally. At least until science can figure out how to create a new body for me and put my con-

sciousness in that body. 

It was the idea of my own death which caused me to change sleep patterns some 30 plus years ago. One day I was pondering great but use-

less things, when it dawned on me that if I slept 8 hours a night, after sixty years of life, Iôve slept 20 years. If I decrease my sleep a mere 2 

hours per night, waking after 6 hours of sleep, I will have only slept 15 years by the time Iôm age 60. Thatôs five more years of conscious-

ness to do with what I want. 

Iôm nearly 60 now. I donôt make any claims that Iôve spent my five extra years of consciousness doing my species or the planet any good. 

But I have had them. No one can take them away from me now and I wasnôt even tired on most days. I would gladly give up more sleep but 

I know if I did, the added consciousness would be less enjoyable. Six hours sleep per night seems the perfect amount to me. 

Back to death; the terminally ill seem to have a different perspective on death from the rest of us who are going to live forever. They go 

through the five steps Elisabeth Kubler-Ross so eloquently wrote about. As Ms. Kubler-Ross knew, a vast majority of the terminally ill end 

up accepting their death. 

There are certain things that I just canôt wrap my small mind around. The Cubs winning a World Series is one. How anyone can accept 

their own death and not spend a majority of their waking hours sobbing woefully, is another. If I knew I was terminally ill, that I only had 

four to six weeks, months or years left of life.....wellé..I donôt know how I would react. The fact is that I may be dead in a matter of 

weeks, months or years, but at least I donôt know right now. Otherwise I would be sobbing woefully as I type. 

Terminally ill folks who accept their own death amaze me. They finally settle into a calm and loving state for the final few month or weeks 

of their lives. To me, this is very creditable evidence that there is an afterlife. Come to terms with my own ending? I donôt think so! 

If I were an atheist, I would do everything in my power to delude myself about death. The atheists already think thatôs exactly what Iôve 

done. But I canôt think of a benefit for me to believe that I will cease to exist? I donôt see any. And I donôt like it. So why not believe any-

thing else? I can do that, thank you very much. 

Sometimes when I think about death, Iôm scared. More often Iôm curious, but sometimes Iôm so scared, it makes me want to tell my ex-

wife I love her. Maybe something good can come out of this yet. Have I told you what I thought about teaching an old dog new tricks? 

Peace & Love, 

Carmen 
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The deadline for The Columbine Connection for the next 12 months is as follows:  

September 16, October 14, November 18, December 16, January 20, February 17, March 17, April 14, May 19, June 16, July 

14, August 18 

These dates are the Wednesday prior to the second to last Sunday of the month. The Connection will be available for members and 

friends at the last Sunday Service of the month at CUUC. Then it will mailed to the remainder of the subscribers. The deadline for the 

next thirteen issues will be at midnight on the above dates. Be prepared to have all submissions to the Connection by 12:00AM 

(midnight) on the deadline date. If it is a problem meeting the deadline, please contact the editor to make arrangements for the submis-

sion. No guarantees, explicit or implied are made for any submission which become the property of  The Columbine Connection. 

Coming Soon!  

Start-up Sunday is coming, and with it, a revitalized sanctuary! The worship and facilities committees have been work-

ing together to update our sanctuary to make it more accessible, better sounding, and better able to accommodate the 

use of new technologies. Look for our new look this fall! 

Mountain Desert District (MDD)  

Annual Meeting/Conference  

The MDD Annual Meeting and Conference will be held October 15-18, 2009 in beautiful Fort Collins, Colo-
rado, at the Fort Collins Marriott Hotel. 
The theme this year is "Spiritual Harmony: Celebrating the UU Religious Voice".  The Conference includes a 

wide variety of workshops, plus music and meals together, and a wonderful Sunday morning worship ser-

vice. There will be excellent (and affordable!) children and youth programming for ages 2-18. The MDD 

Conference is for EVERYONE - folks of all ages are encouraged to join in the experience of what is essen-

tially an affordable "Mini GA". 

The Friday night Keynote Speaker this year is singer-songwriter Holly Near, who will also offer us a concert 

Thursday night at the hotel for only $15! 

Registration forms are available on the MDD website, www.mdduua.org, or in the back of the Sanctuary. You 

must register directly with Marriott for your hotel room - the contact information can be found on the registra-

tion form. Room rates of $99 are guaranteed until September 15th - reserve early for best selection! Contact 

Sue Fraley suefraley@Q.com if you have any questions. 

Become Our UUSC Rep!  

UUSC envisions a world free from oppression and injustice, where all can realize their full human rights. 

CUUC urgently needs two people (yes, this job works best when it is shared!) to be our local representatives for the 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee. This is a One Year commitment with an actual job description with support-

ing materials and resources from the UUSC. Your collaboration with Just ACT and RE will help bring Guest At Your 

Table and Justice Sunday programs to CUUC. You will help CUUC advocate for human rights throughout the world by 

promoting UUSCôs work to ensure living wages, access to safe and affordable water, balance 

the power of government in citizensô lives, and preserve human rights during humanitarian 

crises. 

UUSCôs local representatives are the direct links between congregations and the UUSC. You 

will help UUSC and CUUC change the world by building UUSC membership, inspiring in-

volvement in UUSCôs human rights programs, and CUUCôs social justice program. If you 

would like more information on the time required, details of UUSC programs, and would 

like to see the Local Representative Handbook, please contact sarahmanning@sprynet.com. 

You really will help change the world. 

http://www.mdduua.org
mailto:suefraley@Q.com
mailto:sarahmanning@sprynet.com
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Maree McRae Concert Sept. 19 th  at CUUC  

Maree McRae is a wonderful artist who has generously performed at CUUC for several Sunday morning 

performances in the past few years, as well as opening for several other concert performers, is now headlin-

ing her own show. Noting the recession effects on venues and performers, she has asked me to reduce our 

usual ticket prices! Wow. 

So...tickets for her concert will be $6 in advance, and $8 at the door. This is a bargain! Her new album, 

ñUrgency,ò has a hit single already, on adult contemporary radio, called ñBreeze.ò 

The album Urgency is a reflection of dealing with her son's serious illness, and Maree is willing to talk after 

the show with those who might want to share their own experiences. 

After releasing her sophomore album on August 3rd, McRaeôs single ñBreezeò has become the #1 most 

added on AC radio. 

DENVER, CO (August 11, 2009) ï After only being released for ten days, Maree McRaeôs single ñBreezeò 

off of her new album ñUrgency,ò had become the #1 most added in AC radio. Among McRae in the top 5 

were artists such as Brian Wilson, Michael Franti, and Uncle Kracker. Having worked as lead singer and 

multi-instrumentalist for one of Rocky Mountainôs most sought after acts, Cadillac Ranch, singer/

songwriter Maree McRae took a solo creative venture and released her successful debut project ñI Won't 

Settle for Less.ò Now, with ñBreeze,ò the first single off her newly released album gaining noteworthy suc-

cess, McRaeôs sophomore project ñUrgencyò is gaining quick momentum by the day. 

When asked about her single going #1, Maree replied, ñI am thrilled to be back with this wonderful new 

single for the Adult Contemporary market and have it so warmly embraced. ñBreezeò is such a serene, 

smooth flowing song. Sometimes you write and you have to work really hard to make the song work, this 

one just happened to flow right through me and I never changed a thing on it. Everyone says how warm the 

song makes them feel and how addicting the feel of it is.ò 

See Sue Dressel for tickets and further information.  suedressel@aol.com    

CUUC Book Club Meets  

The Work of Wolves by Kent Meyers is the book for discussion September 23. 

This novel, set in South Dakota, has been described by one reviewer as an expansive 

novel of great emotional depth where separate worlds overlap - rich and poor, ranch and 

reservation - as the cowboy, the immigrant and the Indians unite to rectify a wrong. 

Another reviewer writes: Featuring characters with whom the reader identifies, and filled with 

realistic details about farming, ranching, and everyday life, past and present, this rich novel stretches our 

imagination, challenges our thinking, and keeps us totally entertained every step of the way. 

The Book Club meets the fourth Wednesday of the month at 7:30 PM in the church lounge. You  need not 

have read the book to participate.  

Singers Wanted!  

For the Columbine UU Church Choir. 

Expand your voice and heart. 

Refresh and Recharge with Song. 

Take part in Sunday services and  

musical events in the larger Denver  

community. Enjoy new musical experiences. For more info 

contact David Burrows at 303-455-2110 or email  

music@columbineuuchurch.org. 

òGrocery  Coupons!!ó 
Every time you purchase scrip you are con-

tributing to the financial health of the church. 

Scrip are redeemable at King Soopers, Star-

buck, Barnes and Noble and many other mer-

chants. If you buy $50.00 per week in scrip, in 

10 years you will have contributed $1,300.00 

to CUUC! And it did not cost you anything 

since you receive a dollars worth of merchan-

dise for every dollar of scrip you buy. It is a 

great way to support CUUC!!!! 

mailto:suedressel@aol.com

