
November 1  òDay of the Dead: Celebrating Death and Lifeó 

Reverend Coeyman and Dory Pinkham   

This Sunday and next we reflect on the meaning of life and death: the meaning of this mys-

tery that lies at the core of what it means to be religious. The Latin American celebration 

óDay of the Deadô is a time of reflection: a time not of sadness but of joy, in realizing the 

love in our lives from both those who are gone and those who are alive. Remembering the 

dead reminds us of what is most joyous in life. Our own ceremony of life and death in this 

service will unite us through shared experiences of memory and personal loss. Bring photos 

and other memorabilia for the altar. 

November 8  òExpect Lifeó Reverend Coeyman   

Religion brings us together in questions of life and death. What does this mean, to be to-

gether on this journey called life? What are basic questions that all humans ask about this 

process of being live, and how do responses to these questions from our free faith tradition 

call us to óExpect Life:ô to look for the joy, the love, and the beauty that life has to offer us? 

November 15  "The Enigmatic Emerson"  Reverend Tom Korson  

We count Ralph Waldo Emerson as one of our greatest Unitarian forebears -- but what was 

he really trying to tell us? Was he a mystic? What does it mean when we refer to him as a 

Transcendentalist? What can we say about his impact on American life? Reverend Korson is 

a retired Unitarian Universalist community minister who is currently on the teaching staff of 

Active Minds, which provides educational programs for seniors. 

November 22  òExtending a Hand of Gratitudeó   

Reverend Coeyman and Martin Blue -Norton  

How do we across the generations ð in our faith community and in our personal lives ð 

realize our potential to help one another? How are we aware of those in need? How do we 

make the most of what each of us has, so that we may extend our hands to others. As part of 

that extending, today we distribute Guest at Your Table Boxes, an annual program from the 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee that we will continue into the New Year. Our con-

tributions to these boxes help children and adults around the world. 

This is our first multi-generational service of this church year: worship leaders and musicians 

will be of all ages. There are no religious classes. 

November 29  òSupporting the Human Right to Death with Dignityó 

Dona Dodson, presenter from Final Exit Network  

Mentally competent adults have a basic human right to end their lives when they suffer from 

a fatal or irreversible illness or intractable pain, when their quality of life is personally unac-

ceptable, and the future holds only hopelessness and misery. Such a right shall be an individ-

ual choice, including the timing and companion, free of any restrictions by the law, clergy, 

medical profession, even friends and relatives no matter how well-intentioned.  
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In This Season of Gratitude  
You may have noticed that I changed the monthly worship theme for November to óMystery.ô In our recent covenant 
and mission process, we heard about ómission born of mystery,ô the mystery that is at the core of the religious quest. As 
we move toward the darker part of the year and the winter holiday season, it seems time to put a little more mystery in 
our lives: thus my change of theme for this month. 

I am grateful for the chance to make this change: grateful that in liberal religion, I have options to make my own deci-
sions in matters of calendaring, or sermon themes, or readings, rather than conforming to standardized schedules. This 
free religion is a living and a changeable faith, a faith that allows leadership to change plans as appropriate for the needs 
and desires of the congregation. Flexibility is especially important in a period of transitioning as we move ð quite rap-
idly, I might add ð toward becoming more and more mission-centered as a congregation. 

As I write this column, I am also grateful for so much more than the freedom to make changes. I am also grateful to all 
of you ð members, friends, and children of the congregation ð who participated in this recent covenant and mission 
work that was approved by the board, and implemented by the Committee on Ministry and myself as minister. Covenant 
and Mission are critical to our being together as a spiritual community: this has been really important ministry that you 
have participated in. For the covenanting, we tried something different: for four weeks we included a few minutes of our 
time together in the sacred space of the worship service to collect information about how you value being together in 
this congregation. You helped this process succeed beyond wildest expectations: over 60% of the congregation re-
sponded in one or more of the four exercises. This is an incredible turnout. I am grateful for your commitment to shap-
ing the future of CUUC. I am also grateful to the CoM: Laura Scott, Chair; Karen Cody-Hopkins, and Bob Pinkham 
(spreadsheet-preparer and data-cruncher óextraordinaire.ô) I am also grateful to your participation in missioning work, 
which was officially kicked off in a workshop on October 10. In only a few hours you created four draft mission state-
ments, that are now the core for the next stage of this process that will be led by a Refining Team. 

There is much more to be grateful for in this congregation. I am grateful for how we come together as a community 
when one of us hurts, as during the recent medical emergency and ongoing treatment of Elizabeth Blue-Norton, daugh-
ter of our Director of Religious Education, Martin Blue-Norton. A few weeks ago, Elizabeth was diagnosed with cancer 
and has started chemotherapy treatment. You in this congregation have been amazing: you stepped up to pinch-hit for 
Martin on Sunday mornings; you offered the family practical gifts in the way of food, gas cards, balloons, and more; 
and most important you gave and you continue to give you love and support to Elizabeth, Martin, and the entire family. 

I am also grateful for your call to public advocacy and witness. On a cold Sunday morning, October 11, by our best esti-
mates between fifteen and twenty of you from CUUC participated in a worship service on the steps of the Colorado 
State Capitol organized by First Unitarian Church of Denver in support of gay rights and marriage equality. CUUCôs 
choir was among the many voices in the combined choir that cold morning. 

I am also grateful for how you have and continue to participate in the annual CUUC Auction, which, by the time you 
read this newsletter, will be fast upon us. Your giving of time, talents, and treasures to make this auction a success in 
support of the work of this congregation is truly something to celebrate. I encourage everyone to come out on the eve-
ning of November 7 for the festivities. 

As we near the winter holidays, let us be grateful every moment of our lives for all of lifeôs blessings ð good health and 
the potential to heal when we are sick; awesome scenery in this beautiful mile-high-and-more part of the country;  
wealth measured not by dollars but by beauty, friendship, families in the largest sense, love. Let us especially be grateful 
that we have the capacity to be grateful, for gratitude implies a state of openness, a certain state of being without de-
fenses and keeping open to connections to and dependency on others. Let us be grateful that we can be aware of all there 
is to celebrate and be thankful for. Let us celebrate the inner riches we receive from gratitude. 

Many Blessings in this Season of Thanksgiving! 

See you in Church, 

Barbara  
Reverend Barbara Coeyman 

From the Minister  
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What do you get from church? What do you give to church? 

Each one of us is unique. We each have different skills that we share with the world. We each have our own wants and 

needs. In a Unitarian Universalist church these differences are expected and honored. So what do you bring when you 

walk into the church that others would love to hear about? 

I bring to church my skill as a facilitator and the ability to delegate. Others pick up the slack in areas such as inspira-

tional speaking and writing, where I am weak. Yes, I have an excellent editor for these articles and I am lucky enough to 

be married to him. Over the years I have come to really appreciate the skills of all the members and friends of Colum-

bine Unitarian Universalist Church. 

So what skills do you see in others around the church that you really appreciate? For us to be a well-rounded church, we 

need many different skills. Reverend Barbara brings one set of skills; Martin Blue-Norton another set. What have vari-

ous committee members added to your fulfillment? How about the person sitting next to you during service? I love the 

music that is created by everyone, since I have a hearing problem and will never be a good singer. Have you told the 

singers that they add to your enjoyment of the church experience? 

I challenge you to think of what your skill set is and if you could add that extra dimension to Columbine that increases 

the religious experience for both yourself and others. 

In Service, 
Sally 
Sally Popiel, President of the Board of Trustees 

From the President  

Making a Difference 
 by Frances Blizard 

It is nearly Thanksgiving, a time when your generosity can make a big difference in the lives of struggling families. 

With the cost of food rising steadily, it is nearly impossible for a mother of four to afford the food her family needs. Syl-

via and Rudy don't know how they could manage without the help of Inter-Faith Community Services. 

Every November Inter-Faith gives families a large box of food and, up to last year, turkeys. which cost $10 each. Last 

year we asked for contributions for ñTurkey Bucksò, and raised over $1,222. But now Inter-

Faith has an arrangement with King Soopers and buys $6 cetficates which are good for a 

turkey or any other food. This means that instead of buying one turkey for $10 you could 

just add two dollars more and buy TWO turkeys! 

Please realize the difference your generosity can make to the more than 600 Sylvias and 

Rudys who are thankful for every bit of food they receive from Inter-Faith. When you are 

sitting around a festive table enjoying the meal think of them, and be glad that you have 

helped make their lives better. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Where does all the food and clothing come from? The two Community Baskets (one looks 

like a red wagon) are full nearly every week. The food goes right on the shelves of the Food 

Bank and the clothing is neatly hung up. Please remember that heat is expensive, and bring 

whatever warm clothing or blankets you can spare. 
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