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May3 0Seeing the Pyramidoé Margret A.| OG8N

Even in todayds tough economic ti mes,
society and globally, that advantages some classes of people over Asharfaith
tradition committed to human dignity and justice, how can we understand the [role of
privilege in our livesAs we learn the dynamics and costs of the privilege pyramid,
we can be more effective in making our work consistent with our deepest valugs.
Mar gret A. Ob6 Neall i s mi nShesdorees todhle UU nt
ministry from a career in community development and public health.

May1l0 o Mot her 6s Day: Remembering the Women V
Reverend Coeyman

id hi . The service on UU Womenoés History | n |
Inside This Issue: to speak about mi ssi on. Let Uus now, o]
From the Minister 2 | |came before us, in our liberal religious traditions as well as in our persona| lives.
From the President 3||Today is also our flower ceremony: . Se
Making a Difference 4
<L
News from COM 4 N
Musings 5 ‘ ‘
Happenings 6,7&8 "
Columbine Leadership
Nominations 10
Notes from Rev. Barbara 11 ||May1l7 6 Ask the Ministerod Reverend Coeyman
Music Notes 12 | | Are there burning questions about religion, or Unitarian Universalism, or this con-
gregation that youbve always wanted to
From the DRE 2t his service, where the content of| th
the members and friends (of all agles)

service to write down your questions. The worship committee will assist Barbara.
The annual Congregational Meeting follows this service.
May 24 "Remembering with Heart and Creativity" Jennifer McBride

There are many creative ways of memorializing those whom we have loved and who
have diedWe have a fundamental human need to remenWiben we remembel
t hose whom wedve | oved, we make t hjlem
Day weekendJennifer McBride, MA, President & Founder of HeartLight Center for
grief support & education, will share insights and experiences from her work|at the
HeartLight Center, and from her 13 years at Horan & McConaty Funeral Service.
May31 0 Recogni zing Congregational and Re|ligi
Reverend Coeyman and Martin Blue  -Norton

Our free congregations would not thrive as they do without the stewardship of their
many, many volunteers. Volunteerism, in partnership with professional staff, (forms
the shared ministry of this congregation. As this church year draws to a cldse, we
honor the volunteers and religious education teachers of this congregation.
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Where is Our Pastoral Church?

The church year is rapidly nearing g cl

#113, AfWhere is our holy churcho. Ti
as your consulting minister. While the months have seemed to fly by, we have al
a community engaged in many significant new activities and relationships.

me
o been

Last year the members of this congregation made an intentional decision to expﬂ)nd pro-

fessional staff in order to support the different needs of this growing congregati
of this writing, our membership is 108, with dozens of supportive friends of the ¢
gation. Growing numbers and more staff time also meant the intentional deci
transition to a congregation that operates in pastoral style, implemented through
ministry (see the column from the Committee on Ministries on page 4).

As we approach the end of our first year of being together as minister and congr
I thought it mi ght Dbe worthwhile to
pastoraistyle shared ministry. | can check in with you via this column, and | invit
to check in with me by visiting me in my office if you want to discuss anything
church life and organization.

We might do well to start by reviewing some of the characteristics of a pastoral ¢
A pastoral church has an average Sunday attendance (adult and children) of bet
and 150. CUUC has been averaging between 80 and 100 in the past few months
pastoral church is oriented around the role of the professional minister (past
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other professional staff persons, who, in shared ministry, serve as conduits or dlearing-

houses for most, i f not al/l of the
church growth on the staff of the Alban Institute, reminds us that pastdered doe
not mean pastedominated. Particularly in shared ministry, professional staff wor
partnership with lay leaders. In shared ministry, the approach of professional
this phase of church development is often expressed through a teaching or m
relationship between staff and | ay
much of the minister as educator and teacher. The pastoral congregation feels
community, one organism, in which all parts relate to one another with an inte
plan that is known by all in the community. A pastoral congregation is an o
whole.

As webve been experiencing this year

erate much energy, as well as challenges. One author compares style transif
faultl i ne: youdre never quite sure wher

| am pleased to report, our challenges have been few anlgVel We have stood gn

some fault lines this year, but moved on from them to solid footing on the pastol
of the line. We have bgndlarge moved out of the familgtyle identity of this congre

intentionality around organic organization. Now, as a pas
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[ ¢ congregation, we have a much greater sense of a whole cImmu-

nity, with a single core. We are also becoming a mis
centered congregation.

Let me also be clear however: our relationdhigding remains
partial until and as we move to more ftithe positions for prg

committees, there are some groups that | connect with dul

especially Worship, Committee on Ministries, and sdafand
(Continued on Page

on

fessional staff. As | discussed at the Council meeting on Rpril
11, in terms of my sharehinistry connections with groups ajpd
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From the President

Dear Members and Friends,
This congregation never ceases to amaze me in wonderful ways.

encouraging. This is a tough economic period that generates a lot of uncertainty for many around future fina

tions are facing a severe reduction in funding and being forced to cut back their staff and services from curr
That will not be the case at CUUC. Regardless of the level of your pledge, thank you all for continuing td
CUUC and our mission.

ship results. Finance will develop a Final Proposed Budget for your Board to approve and then present to the

the Officers, Trustees, Committee on Ministries and Leadership Search Committee positions opening up fo
ing year. The slate developed by your Leadership Search Committee is in their article on page (10) of this
strongly support the slate for next year as it represents a continuation of strong, experienced leadership for C
mitted to our continued growth and development. | encourage everyone to attend and participate.

In keeping with our By Laws:

As | write this we are near the end of our annual Stewardship Drive for the next fiscal year and the results ar"e lookil

cial cotr

mitments of any sort. That everyone has responded as best as they possibly could is deeply gratifying. Many|lcongre

nt leve
suppol

| would especially like to thank our Stewardship chairs, Karen &tmpkins and Sarah Manning, along with Lorg|ne

Kreznar, our Treasurer, for all the time and effdrt
the best organized and executed stewardship drives in our history.
Our Finance Committee is now in the process of balancing the Goal Budget we approved in February with th¢ stewa

congre

tion for your approval at the May $Tongregational Meeting after the service. At that meeting we will also be elgcting

the co
issue.
JUC cc

Official Notice

The Spring Congregational Meeting of Columbine Unitarian Universalist Church
Shall take place on May 172009 in the sanctuary starting at 12:15pm.
Agenda

Election of Officers and other congregationally elected positions for Fiscal Year 2010.
Approval of the budget for Fiscal Year 2010.

Any other business as may properly come before the meeting.

As | approach the end of my term as President, | want to thank all of you for your support you have provided
transition to a larger and more dynamic UU congregation. | am proud to have been entrusted with the respon;
hope | have served adequately. This is a vibrant UU congregation and | am proud to be a member of CUUC.

ward to continuing to serve this congregation in other capacities in the pursuit of our mission.

In Service,

David

David Manning, President of the Board of Trustees
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Making a Difference

by Frances Blizard

What Can We Do To Help the EconomyMike and Penny Evans have an answer. They both have jobs whi look

pretty stable, so rather than cutting back their spending they decided to spend a bit more. By buying extra grogeries e

week and donating them to IntEaith they are supporting both the economy as a whole and the many strugglirgy fami-
lies that depend on Intéraith. The $30 extra that they spend each week is pretty much coveredjby the
lower taxes that were implemented in the Economic Stimulus Plan, so they figure it's not reall\| setting
them back. It is a fine way to help not only the economy but the people who are desperately pod. Woul
this plan work for your family?

By the way, when you see a dozen boxes of cereal in the Community Basketspius2pbunds o3l s
potatoes, thank Penny, a letigie employee of King Soopers. She is able to bring us foods thf§ & 3 o
dated but still perfectly wholesome. When you are in a grocery store watch for specizdybe NoR b %
200 pounds of potatoes, but anything at all is welcome in a Community Basket. Clothing items 5,’ @
needed: especially men's shirts and pants, plus boys' underwear. '

Heartbreaking stories of misfortune are all too common with the people who need help frefRaitfite®©ne in partic

lar: a retired, elderly man came in for utility assistance. His house had caught fire and was uninhabitable. Hi daugh
died two days after the fire and he had to move into an apartment. His insurance paid the rent but not thi utilitie
Meanwhile the construction crew that was repairing his house drove up the cost of utilities and he could nojf pay tw
utility bills. As a result, the power at his home was shut off and construction halted, with two months remairghg unti
repairs were completed and he could return to his home.

It was an impossible situation, but Inféaith came to his rescue with $985.21 for the utility bills. That is one morg rea-
son why it is so admirable that our congregation supports this finpnofinso generously all through the year.

News from Your Committee on Ministries

My Fellow Ministers,
CUUC is a Pastoral Church in size {680 average attendance on Sunday morning). We are transitioning into fhe cul-
ture typical of pastor al churches (see this monfhos
churches in the Unitarian Universalist Association are thriving using the shared ministry model. With the dediation ¢
our members and friends and the commitment of our professional ministry, CUUC has an opportunity to emfpody as
church a profound and effective shared ministry.

What is shared ministry? Basically shared ministry is a partnership between professional ministry
and the lay ministers of our churdail working in service of the mission of thechurch. We are

al | mi ni ster s, or at | east have the pote be
August 10, 2008, she said AAny of us who hile w
may be a profession, but it is also an a nat
AOur Ministryo, in the Unitarian Univers £ e ket

of ministry, we are describing what we all do together as members of our faith communities. we
have ordained ministers in our tradition, of course, but those who serve their world in the name of the church fxtend

beyond the clergy. As we engage in mutual ministry, we feed one another. And in so doing, welfare abl
~— ,/~ to turn to |l end our succor to the world. o

Reverend Robert Latham states that AMinistify s
e

share ministry we multiply our effor@ we become much greater than the sum of our parts. Wg em-
body our mission. AND it takes al/|l of ourThefipar
) Shared Ministry Sourcebopk
AfTogether, the minister and congregation can cr edte

So what does shared ministry mean for each of us personally? | ask each of us to contemplate our ministry heffe at
(continued on top of Page
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Musings

Harry Chapin wrote a song called AWhat Made Amer i
At the end of the song Harry spoke to the title. He wrote:

il went to sleep with the hope that made Ameri ca
teach in school. Of the America that made America famous...of the people who just might understand, that ho
yes we can create a country better than the one we have made of this land. We have a choice to make ea
dares to dream, reaching out his hand, a prophet

|l &6m not much of a patriot but | would think if I

ca

f a
v toget!
h man
or

wa s

that Harry would have captured exactly how | would feel in the words above. | would like to believe that | [jve in a

country that does everything it can to promote justice and liberty for all.
I do believe Afor all o6 should include more peopl

S O

for trying to bring liberty and justice to every human being alive. Then America can further aim to bring liberty find jus-

tice to every human being that will ever be born on our blue planet.

Maybe someday; but thatdéds not the way it is toda
dards would not argue that liberty and justice should be the birthright of every citizen of the United States of A
will even go so far as to assume that a North Carolina approved patriot would want justice brought to every g
matter their nation of origin, if the Unites States was going to arrest and hold them against their will. What
counterargument look like? If they are not a citizen of the United States, we can abuse them and treat them
or some other being that we claim ownership rights to?

Letbés allow the NC Patriot to suggest that we, t
would treat our ©pets. I f itdéds good for our dogs 3
Even by this twisted logic, we do not have any justification to torture or treat any human being inhumanely. E
we euthanize our pets, we try to do it without t

citizens by exercising capital punishment, the highest courts in our land hear arguments of putting these citize
humanely. Even in killing them, the suffering should be absolutely the least suffering we can exercise.

Torture has been against the | aws of the United
for over a century now. Every person in the United States government who is responsible for authorizing any
torture should be prosecuted and held responsible for their actions. America does not torture. America does

- }
merica.
tizen, 1
ould th
ike a d

he
nd

en whe
eir
s to de
t at

nethod
not knc

ingly cause the pain or suffering of their pets, their citizens, or any other human being on the planet. We cgn disct

forgiveness later. First we need to put on trial every United States citizen whom the government has evidence
or authorizing the torture of another human being.

Let me be as clear as | know how. America does not torture. Not a little. Not a lot. Not at all. Never. If the Unit
is going to take the position that there are times there is a justification for torture, then | will renounce my ci

of caus

d State
zenshi|

immediately. | will not be included as a citizen of a country that is willing to treat any human being with less humanity

and justice than it is willing to treat its pets.

| donét understand how t€Cestusya $ibwrgannouhepneH
even know has been committed? The citizen of the United States of America deserve to know whom among
committed torture and whom among them authorized, thus consenting to torture. How can we consider a stan
anything less? | will not and so | am for full disclosure of all acts of torture that has been committed in my n
citizen of the United States, | demand to know what acts the government, my government, is committing in
donot care | f we <cal l ourselves soci ali st s, capi
with. We are still a democracy. Democracy should be the rule of law. Torture should never happen.

A

s die
them |
jlard the
e. As
name
al i

Do | l'ive in Disney World or doné6ét these ideas Hfave

them?
Peace & Love,

Carmen

Carmen J. Corica, Editor of The Columbine Connection
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What Do You Appreciate?

You are likely to hear these words as the Long Range Planning Committee seeks your ideas and contribution

in this process. To quote tgpreciative Inquiry Summit

tional transformation. . . Link the positive core to any change agenda, and change %
thought possible are suddenly and democrati cal

Our friends at First Universalist Church have had a very positive experience using Al as a central part of thei
planning process. They have offered to share their experience wit8:08 &M Saturday May 9" here at CUUC. Al
members and friends are invited to participate. Please put this date on your calendars!

Gary

Gary Wederspahn, LRPC Il Chair

for bu

ing on the best aspects of what we are together. Appreciative Inquiry (Al) is a powerful tool we are considerirjg for us

AAt its core, Al is the study and exploratiof of

'y
stratec

CUUC Book Club Meets

The Book Club will discuskooking for Spinozay Antonio Damasio on May 27 in the Church lounge. Excerpts
Publisher's Weekly about Damasio's book:

"This book deftly combines recent advances in neuroscience with the thinking ef 17t
century philosopher Baruch Spinoza.

Salk Institute professor and head of the department of neurology at the University o
Medical Center, Damasio makes a useful distinction between emotions, which are
observable body states, and feelings, which are mental events observable only to th
having them. Damasio argues that an episode of emoting begins with an emotional
"competent” stimulus (such as an attractive person or a scary house) that the organism automatically appraiss
cive to survival or welbeing (a good thing) or not conducive (bad).

Damasio goes on to connect his own views to Spinoza's and sympathize with that thinker's "secular religiosi
identified God with nature. He makes the latest brain research accessible to the general reader, while his
Spinozist reflections make that data relevant to everyday life."

The Book Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month. Contact: Wes Hows294206,
wbhowe@comcast.net

rom

S as Co
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Stewardship Thank You
Your Stewardship Chairs send a huge thank you to every Member and Pledging Friend for participating in our
ship Drive for Fiscal Year 2010. During the three week stewardship season our stewards were able to individyj
with almost everyone. This is the first year we have held so marnyddiaee meetings and reports are that both stg
ards and members found these meetings valuable.

tion theydve given to CUUC this stewardship seasd

Joan Bradt Gaye Denley George Eger Dan Gaiser Lygia Garrick  Molly Gustafson
Eric Gustafson  John Kary David Manning Dory Pinkham Sally Popiel Amy Rowland
Ann Wederspahn Jane Wiater Sue Zloth

We are now in the final stage of CUUCO6s budgeting

gregational meeting after service on Sunday, May 17. Please plan on attending this meeting; your vote is imp

And please, if you havendt yet turned in your pl €
Your Grateful Stewardship Chairs,
Karen CodyHopkins Sarah Manning

Stewar
fally me
W_

We especially want to thank the following members who stepped up to be stewards this year. The extra time gnd atte

n |

pr

mittee and our board as they create the final budget for Fiscal Year 2010. The final budget will be presented gt the co

rtant.
dge
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(continued from Page 4)
CuucC. Ask yourself AWhy do | make the coffedg, t
tend committee meetings, sing in the choir, learn and study about Unitarian Universalism, read {p schoc
chil dr en, del i ver meal s, weed the garden, clpb me
From theShared Ministry Sourcebopk Kay Al |l en writes fAFor me, mi n
becoming, which is inseparable from my process of becoming my best human self. Ministry is not g thing
do, it is who | am.o
What a blessing it is that we at CUUC have a safe and welcoming place to become our best humgn selvi

In the doing of ministry, we can discover who we really are and realize our highest selves. My sistgr minis

ters and my brother ministers, this is a high calling for us all.
In shared ministry,

Laura

Laura Scott, Chair of the Committee on Ministries

Adult RE

Don6ét miss these exciting events and cour ses
Learn to Sing UU Hymns! May 9 10:00 to noon  With T. Boykin, S. Fraley, & S. Hamaker
Come learn some old classics and maybe a new hymn or two, while having a fun time singing.
Understanding Poverty May 11 & 18 7:00 to 9:00 pm With Judy Kary

These interactive sessions are based on the Ruby Payné\ braknework for Understanding Poverty
will c¢change the way you think about the word

Couples Retreat May 1-3 At Mueller State Park With Gary and Ann Wederspahn

np

Five couples will celebrate what works in their relationships, while getting better acquainted wifh each

other, enjoying hikes, and a beautiful mountain lodge. (This event is filled, but more will be sche
there is interest.)

Please sign up for these activities so that we have an idea of how many people to expect. Thanks!
And coming up this summer:

juled if

i Wa | k / onavkekdays and some Saturdays. Come take a hike while discussing a provocative fopic as

you wander down the trail.
Evening films and discussione n figr een o t o p i cVgho KilhtheElectria Candadv i
talk about it.

0 Brought to you by your Adult RE Committee
Ann Wederspahn, Dan Gaiser, Dave Fagan, Carol Mowery, Liz Hopwood

Just Act Plan

Just ACT (the Justice Action Coordinating Tean
spring. We welcome you to join in this process. We meet on the first Wednesday of every month at 6:30 t

8:00pm at church.

Social justice programs are the reflection of Unitarian Universalism principles put into practice. As
dinating team, Just ACT offers support and assistance to those who wish to learn about, particip
create service, charitable, or advocacy projects. Team members are individually involved with div
jects and meet regularly to share information, strategies and experiences. Members and friends
for new projects are particularly wel comed.
contactsarahmanning@sprynet.canjust show up on Wednesday!

a Ccoor-
ein, al
rse pro
vith ide
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