
May 3  òSeeing the Pyramidó Margret A. OõNeall 

Even in todayôs tough economic times, there is a ñpyramidò of privilege, both in our 

society and globally, that advantages some classes of people over others. As a faith 

tradition committed to human dignity and justice, how can we understand the role of 

privilege in our lives? As we learn the dynamics and costs of the privilege pyramid, 

we can be more effective in making our work consistent with our deepest values. 

Margret A. OôNeall is ministerial intern at JUC in Golden. She comes to the UU 

ministry from a career in community development and public health. 

May 10  òMotherõs Day: Remembering the Women Who Came Before Usó 

Reverend Coeyman  

The service on UU Womenôs History in March was changed in response to the call 

to speak about mission. Let us now, on Motherôs Day, remember the women who 

came before us, in our liberal religious traditions as well as in our personal lives. 

Today is also our flower ceremony:. See óNotes from Reverend Barbaraô on Page 9. 

May 17  òAsk the Ministeró Reverend Coeyman  

Are there burning questions about religion, or Unitarian Universalism, or this con-

gregation that youôve always wanted to ask but never had the chance? Then come to 

this service, where the content of the ósermonô will consist of questions from you, 

the members and friends (of all ages). Weôll give you time in the beginning of the 

service to write down your questions. The worship committee will assist Barbara. 

The annual Congregational Meeting follows this service.  

May 24  "Remembering with Heart and Creativity"  Jennifer McBride  

There are many creative ways of memorializing those whom we have loved and who 

have died. We have a fundamental human need to remember. When we re-member 

those whom weôve loved, we make them a member of us again. On this Memorial 

Day weekend, Jennifer McBride, MA, President & Founder of HeartLight Center for 

grief support & education, will share insights and experiences from her work at the 

HeartLight Center, and from her 13 years at Horan & McConaty Funeral Service. 

May 31  òRecognizing Congregational and Religious Education Volunteersó 

Reverend Coeyman and Martin Blue -Norton  

Our free congregations would not thrive as they do without the stewardship of their 

many, many volunteers. Volunteerism, in partnership with professional staff, forms 

the shared ministry of this congregation. As this church year draws to a close, we 

honor the volunteers and religious education teachers of this congregation. 
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Where is Our Pastoral Church?  

The church year is rapidly nearing a close, and Iôm thinking on the first line of hymn 

#113, ñWhere is our holy churchò. Time has passed quickly since I arrived last August 

as your consulting minister. While the months have seemed to fly by, we have also been 

a community engaged in many significant new activities and relationships. 

Last year the members of this congregation made an intentional decision to expand pro-

fessional staff in order to support the different needs of this growing congregation. As 

of this writing, our membership is 108, with dozens of supportive friends of the congre-

gation. Growing numbers and more staff time also meant the intentional decision to 

transition to a congregation that operates in pastoral style, implemented through shared 

ministry (see the column from the Committee on Ministries on page 4). 

As we approach the end of our first year of being together as minister and congregation, 

I thought it might be worthwhile to check in on how weôre doing, in this transition to 

pastoral-style shared ministry. I can check in with you via this column, and I invite you 

to check in with me by visiting me in my office if you want to discuss anything about 

church life and organization. 

We might do well to start by reviewing some of the characteristics of a pastoral church. 

A pastoral church has an average Sunday attendance (adult and children) of between 50 

and 150. CUUC has been averaging between 80 and 100 in the past few months. Also, a 

pastoral church is oriented around the role of the professional minister (pastor) and 

other professional staff persons, who, in shared ministry, serve as conduits or clearing-

houses for most, if not all of the congregationôs activities. Alice Mann, a specialist in 

church growth on the staff of the Alban Institute, reminds us that pastor-centered does 

not mean pastor-dominated. Particularly in shared ministry, professional staff works in 

partnership with lay leaders. In shared ministry, the approach of professional staff at 

this phase of church development is often expressed through a teaching or mentoring 

relationship between staff and lay leaders. My personal ópersonaô for ministry is very 

much of the minister as educator and teacher. The pastoral congregation feels like one 

community, one organism, in which all parts relate to one another with an intentional 

plan that is known by all in the community. A pastoral congregation is an organic 

whole. 

As weôve been experiencing this year, changes in congregational size and style can gen-

erate much energy, as well as challenges. One author compares style transition to a 

fault-line: youôre never quite sure where solid ground is. Our energy has been great and, 

I am pleased to report, our challenges have been few and low-level. We have stood on 

some fault lines this year, but moved on from them to solid footing on the pastoral side 

of the line. We have by-and-large moved out of the family-style identity of this congre-

gation when it engaged part-time professional ministry and operated with much less 

intentionality around organic organization. Now, as a pastoral 

congregation, we have a much greater sense of a whole commu-

nity, with a single core. We are also becoming a mission-

centered congregation. 

Let me also be clear however: our relationship-building remains 

partial until and as we move to more full-time positions for pro-

fessional staff. As I discussed at the Council meeting on April 

11, in terms of my shared-ministry connections with groups and 

committees, there are some groups that I connect with fully ð 

especially Worship, Committee on Ministries, and staff ð and 
(Continued on Page 8) 

From the Minister  
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Dear Members and Friends, 

This congregation never ceases to amaze me in wonderful ways. 

As I write this we are near the end of our annual Stewardship Drive for the next fiscal year and the results are looking 

encouraging. This is a tough economic period that generates a lot of uncertainty for many around future financial com-

mitments of any sort. That everyone has responded as best as they possibly could is deeply gratifying. Many congrega-

tions are facing a severe reduction in funding and being forced to cut back their staff and services from current levels. 

That will not be the case at CUUC. Regardless of the level of your pledge, thank you all for continuing to support 

CUUC and our mission. 

I would especially like to thank our Stewardship chairs, Karen Cody-Hopkins and Sarah Manning, along with Loraine 

Kreznar, our Treasurer, for all the time and effort that went into managing this yearôs stewardship drive. This was one of 

the best organized and executed stewardship drives in our history. 

Our Finance Committee is now in the process of balancing the Goal Budget we approved in February with the steward-

ship results. Finance will develop a Final Proposed Budget for your Board to approve and then present to the congrega-

tion for your approval at the May 17th Congregational Meeting after the service. At that meeting we will also be electing 

the Officers,  Trustees,  Committee on Ministries and Leadership Search Committee positions opening up for the com-

ing year. The slate developed by your Leadership Search Committee is in their article on page (10) of this issue.  I 

strongly support the slate for next year as it represents a continuation of strong, experienced leadership for CUUC com-

mitted to our continued growth and development. I encourage everyone to attend and participate. 

In keeping with our By Laws: 

 

As I approach the end of my term as President, I want to thank all of you for your support you have provided me as we 

transition to a larger and more dynamic UU congregation. I am proud to have been entrusted with the responsibility and 

hope I have served adequately. This is a vibrant UU congregation and I am proud to be a member of CUUC.  I look for-

ward to continuing to serve this congregation in other capacities in the pursuit of our mission. 
In Service, 
David 
David Manning, President of the Board of Trustees 

Official Notice 

The Spring Congregational Meeting of Columbine Unitarian Universalist Church 

Shall take place on May 17th, 2009 in the sanctuary starting at 12:15pm. 

Agenda 

Election of Officers and other congregationally elected positions for Fiscal Year 2010. 

Approval of the budget for Fiscal Year 2010. 

Any other business as may properly come before the meeting. 

From the President  
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Making a Difference 
 by Frances Blizard 

What Can We Do To Help the Economy? Mike and Penny Evans have an answer. They both have jobs which look 

pretty stable, so rather than cutting back their spending they decided to spend a bit more. By buying extra groceries each 

week and donating them to Inter-Faith they are supporting both the economy as a whole and the many struggling fami-

lies that depend on Inter-Faith. The $30 extra that they spend each week is pretty much covered by the 

lower taxes that were implemented in the Economic Stimulus Plan, so they figure it's not really setting 

them back. It is a fine way to help not only the economy but the people who are desperately poor. Would 

this plan work for your family? 

By the way, when you see a dozen boxes of cereal in the Community Baskets or 200-plus pounds of 

potatoes, thank Penny, a long-time employee of King Soopers. She is able to bring us foods that are 

dated but still perfectly wholesome. When you are in a grocery store watch for specials ð maybe not 

200 pounds of potatoes, but anything at all is welcome in a Community Basket. Clothing items are also 

needed: especially men's shirts and pants, plus boys' underwear. 

Heartbreaking stories of misfortune are all too common with the people who need help from Inter-Faith. One in particu-

lar: a retired, elderly man came in for utility assistance. His house had caught fire and was uninhabitable. His daughter 

died two days after the fire and he had to move into an apartment. His insurance paid the rent but not the utilities. 

Meanwhile the construction crew that was repairing his house drove up the cost of utilities and he could not pay two 

utility bills. As a result, the power at his home was shut off and construction halted, with two months remaining until 

repairs were completed and he could return to his home. 

It was an impossible situation, but Inter-Faith came to his rescue with $985.21 for the utility bills. That is one more rea-

son why it is so admirable that our congregation supports this fine non-profit so generously all through the year. 

News from Your Committee on Ministries  
My Fellow Ministers, 

CUUC is a Pastoral Church in size (50-150 average attendance on Sunday morning). We are transitioning into the cul-

ture typical of pastoral churches (see this monthôs letter from Reverend Barbara on page 2).  Many pastoral size 

churches in the Unitarian Universalist Association are thriving using the shared ministry model. With the dedication of 

our members and friends and the commitment of our professional ministry, CUUC has an opportunity to embody as a 

church a profound and effective shared ministry. 

What is shared ministry? Basically shared ministry is a partnership between professional ministry 

and the lay ministers of our church, all working in service of the mission of the church. We are 

all ministers, or at least have the potential to be a one. In Reverend Barbaraôs first sermon to us on 

August 10, 2008, she said ñAny of us who does the work of the church is a minister.  óMinistryô 

may be a profession, but it is also an action, that many persons are involved in.ò From the chapter 

ñOur Ministryò, in the Unitarian Universalist Pocket Guide: ñWhen Unitarian Universalists speak 

of ministry, we are describing what we all do together as members of our faith communities. We 

have ordained ministers in our tradition, of course, but those who serve their world in the name of the church extend far 

beyond the clergy. As we engage in mutual ministry, we feed one another. And in so doing, we are able 

to turn to lend our succor to the world.ò 

Reverend Robert Latham states that ñMinistry shared is ministry multiplied.ò This is exciting! When we 

share ministry we multiply our efforts ð we become much greater than the sum of our parts. We em-

body our mission. AND it takes all of our ñpartsò to accomplish this worthy and sacred goal. From The 

Shared Ministry Sourcebook: 

ñTogether, the minister and congregation can create a dynamic partnership neither could generate alone.ò 

So what does shared ministry mean for each of us personally? I ask each of us to contemplate our ministry here at 

(continued on top of Page 7) 
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Musings  

Harry Chapin wrote a song called ñWhat Made America Famousò. It was a story of hippies, the impoverished and a fire. 

At the end of the song Harry spoke to the title. He wrote: 

ñI went to sleep with the hope that made America famous. I had the kind of a dream that maybe they're still trying to 

teach in school. Of the America that made America famous...of the people who just might understand, that how together 

yes we can create a country better than the one we have made of this land. We have a choice to make each man who 

dares to dream, reaching out his hand, a prophet or just a crazy damn Dreamer of a foolé.ò 

Iôm not much of a patriot but I would think if I was a fan of the United States, just as Iôm a fan of the Colorado Rockies, 

that Harry would have captured exactly how I would feel in the words above. I would like to believe that I live in a 

country that does everything it can to promote justice and liberty for all. 

I do believe ñfor allò should include more people than some patriots would include. I think America should be famous 

for trying to bring liberty and justice to every human being alive. Then America can further aim to bring liberty and jus-

tice to every human being that will ever be born on our blue planet. 

Maybe someday; but thatôs not the way it is today. However, I do believe even a good patriot by North Carolina stan-

dards would not argue that liberty and justice should be the birthright of every citizen of the United States of America. I 

will even go so far as to assume that a North Carolina approved patriot would want justice brought to every citizen, no 

matter their nation of origin, if the Unites States was going to arrest and hold them against their will. What would the 

counter-argument look like? If they are not a citizen of the United States, we can abuse them and treat them like a dog 

or some other being that we claim ownership rights to? 

Letôs allow the NC Patriot to suggest that we, the great America, are entitled to treat people of other nations as we 

would treat our pets. If itôs good for our dogs and cats, itôs the standard we will set for the citizens of other countries. 

Even by this twisted logic, we do not have any justification to torture or treat any human being inhumanely. Even when 

we euthanize our pets, we try to do it without their suffering. Even when me murderé.ummmé..put to death our own 

citizens by exercising capital punishment, the highest courts in our land hear arguments of putting these citizens to death 

humanely. Even in killing them, the suffering should be absolutely the least suffering we can exercise. 

Torture has been against the laws of the United States since itôs beginning and has been prosecuted by the United States 

for over a century now. Every person in the United States government who is responsible for authorizing any method of 

torture should be prosecuted and held responsible for their actions. America does not torture. America does not know-

ingly cause the pain or suffering of their pets, their citizens, or any other human being on the planet. We can discuss 

forgiveness later. First we need to put on trial every United States citizen whom the government has evidence of causing 

or authorizing the torture of another human being. 

Let me be as clear as I know how. America does not torture. Not a little. Not a lot. Not at all. Never. If the United States 

is going to take the position that there are times there is a justification for torture, then I will renounce my citizenship 

immediately. I will not be included as a citizen of a country that is willing to treat any human being with less humanity 

and justice than it is willing to treat its pets. 

I donôt understand how this is a story in the news in the 21st Century. How can our president forgive something we donôt 

even know has been committed? The citizen of the United States of America deserve to know whom among them has 

committed torture and whom among them authorized, thus consenting to torture. How can we consider a standard that is 

anything less? I will not and so I am for full disclosure of all acts of torture that has been committed in my name. As a 

citizen of the United States, I demand to know what acts the government, my government, is committing in my name. I 

donôt care if we call ourselves socialists, capitalists or the citizens that God and the Universe has blessed planet Earth 

with. We are still a democracy. Democracy should be the rule of law. Torture should never happen. 

Do I live in Disney World or donôt these ideas have a vast majority of Americans supporting 

them? 

Peace & Love, 

Carmen 
Carmen J. Corica, Editor of The Columbine Connection 
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What Do You Appreciate?  

You are likely to hear these words as the Long Range Planning Committee seeks your ideas and contributions for build-

ing on the best aspects of what we are together. Appreciative Inquiry (AI) is a powerful tool we are considering for use 

in this process. To quote the Appreciative Inquiry Summit: 

 ñAt its core, AI is the study and exploration of what gives life to human systems when 

they function at their best. It is based on the assumption that every living system has a 

hidden and underutilized core of strengths ï its positive core ï which, when revealed and 

tapped, provides a sustainable source of positive energy for both personal and organiza-

tional transformation. . . Link the positive core to any change agenda, and changes never 

thought possible are suddenly and democratically mobilized.ò 

Our friends at First Universalist Church have had a very positive experience using AI as a central part of their strategic 

planning process. They have offered to share their experience with us at 3:00 PM Saturday May 9th here at CUUC. All 

members and friends are invited to participate. Please put this date on your calendars! 

Gary 
Gary Wederspahn, LRPC II Chair 

Stewardship Thank You  
Your Stewardship Chairs send a huge thank you to every Member and Pledging Friend for participating in our Steward-

ship Drive for Fiscal Year 2010.  During the three week stewardship season our stewards were able to individually meet 

with almost everyone.  This is the first year we have held so many face-to-face meetings and reports are that both stew-

ards and members found these meetings valuable. 

We especially want to thank the following members who stepped up to be stewards this year.  The extra time and atten-

tion theyôve given to CUUC this stewardship season is a gift to the congregation! 

Joan Bradt Gaye Denley George Eger Dan Gaiser Lygia Garrick Molly Gustafson 

Eric Gustafson John Kary David Manning Dory Pinkham Sally Popiel Amy Rowland 

Ann Wederspahn Jane Wiater Sue Zloth 

We are now in the final stage of CUUCôs budgeting process. Pledging results are being evaluated by the Finance Com-

mittee and our board as they create the final budget for Fiscal Year 2010.  The final budget will be presented at the con-

gregational meeting after service on Sunday, May 17.  Please plan on attending this meeting; your vote is important.  

And please, if you havenôt yet turned in your pledge form, do so as soon as possible. 

Your Grateful Stewardship Chairs, 

Karen Cody-Hopkins     Sarah Manning 

CUUC Book Club Meets  
The Book Club will discuss Looking for Spinoza by Antonio Damasio on May 27 in the Church lounge. Excerpts from 

Publisher's Weekly about Damasio's book: 

"This book deftly combines recent advances in neuroscience with the thinking of 17th-

century philosopher Baruch Spinoza. 

A Salk Institute professor and head of the department of neurology at the University of Iowa 

Medical Center, Damasio makes a useful distinction between emotions, which are publicly 

observable body states, and feelings, which are mental events observable only to the person 

having them. Damasio argues that an episode of emoting begins with an emotionally 

"competent" stimulus (such as an attractive person or a scary house) that the organism automatically appraises as condu-

cive to survival or well-being (a good thing) or not conducive (bad). 

Damasio goes on to connect his own views to Spinoza's and sympathize with that thinker's "secular religiosity," which 

identified God with nature. He makes the latest brain research accessible to the general reader, while his passionate 

Spinozist reflections make that data relevant to everyday life." 

The Book Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month. Contact: Wes Howe, 720-529-4406, 

wbhowe@comcast.net.    

mailto:wbhowe@comcast.net
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Adult RE  

Donôt miss these exciting events and courses during May! 

Learn to Sing UU Hymns! May 9 10:00 to noon With T. Boykin, S. Fraley, & S. Hamaker 

Come learn some old classics and maybe a new hymn or two, while having a fun time singing. 

Understanding Poverty May 11 & 18 7:00 to 9:00 pm With Judy Kary  

These interactive sessions are based on the Ruby Payne book A Framework for Understanding Poverty. It 

will change the way you think about the word ñpoverty.ò Itôs not just about lack of money! 

Couples Retreat May 1-3 At Mueller State Park With Gary and Ann Wederspahn 

Five couples will celebrate what works in their relationships, while getting better acquainted with each 

other, enjoying hikes, and a beautiful mountain lodge. (This event is filled, but more will be scheduled if 

there is interest.) 

Please sign up for these activities so that we have an idea of how many people to expect. Thanks! 

And coming up this summer: 

ñWalk/talksò on weekdays and some Saturdays. Come take a hike while discussing a provocative topic as 

you wander down the trail. 

Evening films and discussions on ñgreenò topics. Watch a movie like Who Killed the Electric Car? and 

talk about it. 

ð Brought to you by your Adult RE Committee 

Ann Wederspahn, Dan Gaiser, Dave Fagan, Carol Mowery, Liz Hopwood 

(continued from Page 4) 

CUUC. Ask yourself ñWhy do I make the coffee, teach RE, sell candy bars, greet new visitors, chair or at-

tend committee meetings, sing in the choir, learn and study about Unitarian Universalism, read to school 

children, deliver meals, weed the garden, come to church Sunday morning, write newsletter articlesé.?ò 

From the Shared Ministry Sourcebook, Kay Allen writes ñFor me, ministry has been, and is, a process of 

becoming, which is inseparable from my process of becoming my best human self. Ministry is not a thing I 

do, it is who I am.ò 

What a blessing it is that we at CUUC have a safe and welcoming place to become our best human selves. 

In the doing of ministry, we can discover who we really are and realize our highest selves. My sister minis-

ters and my brother ministers, this is a high calling for us all. 

In shared ministry, 

Laura 
Laura Scott, Chair of the Committee on Ministries 

Just Act Plan  
Just ACT (the Justice Action Coordinating Team) is planning next yearôs social justice programs this 

spring.  We welcome you to join in this process. We meet on the first Wednesday of every month at 6:30 to 

8:00pm at church. 

Social justice programs are the reflection of Unitarian Universalism principles put into practice. As a coor-

dinating team, Just ACT offers support and assistance to those who wish to learn about, participate in, and 

create service, charitable, or advocacy projects. Team members are individually involved with diverse pro-

jects and meet regularly to share information, strategies and experiences.  Members and friends with ideas 

for new projects are particularly welcomed. Weôd like to hear your ideas and passions, so please feel free to 

contact sarahmanning@sprynet.com or just show up on Wednesday!   


