
June 7 òStories of Hope and Committed Actionó Anita Sanchez  

Hope is an expectation of an occurrence that has little chance of fulfillment, anticipa-

tion of an improbable desire. Yet, most of us can recall a desire, a hope, for some-

thing that appeared impossible and perhaps, would even require a miracle. Still to 

our surprise, when we hold onto the gift of hope and move forward in committed 

action, our dreams for a better world can come true. 

Anita Sanchez, Ph.D., an internationally renowned consultant, coach and storyteller, 

is known for her creative interventions, and for connecting the heads and hearts of 

her clients and their organizations. Hope in committed action can create positive 

change for the individual and for the world. 

June 14 "Heal Our Land"  Dr. Denise Hall   

Dr. Hall intends on sharing the wisdom of the mystic Dr. George Washington Carver 

of Tuskegee University (formerly Tuskegee Institute), who revolutionized southern 

agriculture in the United States through innovation, science, and creativity. In doing 

so, his influence instilled an inspiring vision and dream for community-building and 

self-reliance which resonates with the various levels of healing needed in our world 

today along with the Eco-Womynist liberation theological perspective. 

Dr. Hall is a student at Iliff Theological Seminary and ministerial intern at Foothills 

Unitarian Universalist Church in Fort Collins.  

June 21 òCelebrating Successful Ministriesó Reverend Coeyman   

At the end of May we honored individuals in this congregation who have given of 

themselves: the dozens and dozens of volunteers who contribute to the shared minis-

try of our congregation. Today we celebrate the many ministries that we have here at 

CUUC, and we notice just how far we have come in this year of challenge and 

change. Come celebrate this congregation in this end-of-the-regular-worship-year 

service. Listen to magnificent music by the CUUC choir, horn players of this con-

gregation, and the bell choir from Jefferson Unitarian Church. Enjoy a reception 

(that may include chocolate) after the service sponsored by Reverend Barbara and 

the Committee on Ministry.  

June 28 òReality ñ Subjective and Created ñ and The Power Of Prayeró 

Christopher Fort  

Christopher Fort, who last spoke to this congregation on the topic of óacceptance,ô 

now brings us plausible explanations of how and why prayer can work and does 

work for Unitarian Universalists, no matter their theological orientation. Some of  

our congregation will be at Pridefest, others will be attending Unitarian Universalist 

Association General Assembly in Utah. If neither is part of your plans for this Sun-

day, come, attend worship at CUUC and show support for our congregation and for 

Christopherôs shared ministry of worship leadership.  
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òMinistry in Three-Quarter Timeó  

Last month, realizing the end of this church year was fast approaching, the Committee 

on Ministry and I offered newsletter articles reviewing shared ministry and pastoral-

style congregations. More recently, at our congregational meeting on May 17, we also 

reviewed many of the accomplishments of this congregation in this past year. We have 

indeed had a busy year. I would like to express my gratitude to all of you, elected offi-

cers, committee chairs, volunteers of all stripes, for your dedicated service this past 

year. We have faced some challenges and enjoyed many triumphs that have signifi-

cantly contributed to the maturing of this congregation as a beacon of liberal faith in the 

greater southwest Denver area. 

Also at that congregational meeting in May, the election of new officers for the coming 

year called us to look forward to the coming year. Based on all the many positive 

changes we have experienced transitioning this year to a congregation operating in pas-

toral style through shared ministry, Iôd say we have much to look forward to in the com-

ing year as we continue this momentum of growth and change. 

I noted last month that a pastoral church is oriented around the role of the professional 

minister (pastor) and other professional staff persons, who serve as conduits or clearing-

houses for most if not all of the congregationôs activities. In this monthôs column, let me 

offer my vision and hope for ministry for the coming year ð my vision for how I, as 

minister, and the rest of the professional staff, hope to serve this pastoral-style congre-

gation, understanding that budgeting and thus size of staff positions for the coming 

church year will remain generally at the same level as they have been this year. 

As your Consulting Minister, I will again be serving 3/4 time. In terms of worship ser-

vice leadership, this means I will be responsible for 25 to 28 services in the coming 

year, including, just as last year, four multi-generational services prepared in collabora-

tion with the Director of Lifespan Religious Education and the children and youth of the 

congregation. The remaining 20-some worship services will be under the planning and 

responsibility of the worship committee, with which I remain as adviser as needed. 

As I discussed at the recent congregational meeting, each of the three program staff will 

generally maintain the same relationship with the congregationôs groups and commit-

tees that we had this year. In my Consulting Ministry, I work full-time with some 

groups and what I refer to as ópart-timeô with others. I enjoy full-time connections with 

groups or committees that are directly associated with ministry or worship, such as the 

Committee on Ministry, and the Worship and the Music Committee. Additionally, I 

offer full-time connections with and support to the professional staff, which include the 

DLRE, Music, Administrator. In a parallel way, in addition to administrative responsi-

bilities coordinating our Religious Education program, our Director of Lifespan Reli-

gious Education, Martin Blue-Norton, offers connections and support to the Youth Reli-

gious Education Committee and the Adult RE Committee. Our Director of Music Min-

istry, David Burrows, works with the Music Committee and the choir. 

In this three-quarter time Consulting Ministry, by necessity I will be able to offer only 

ópart-timeô connections with other groups and committees. That is, I visit meetings and 

participate in activities as time allows, but I do not actively participate in every conver-

sation or project. I am of course available anytime for consulting as needed. This part-

time connection goes to several committees including Just Act, Welcoming Congrega-

tion, Membership, Stewardship, Long Range Planning, and Caring, the Book Club, the 

menôs group, and the womenôs group. As the size of this ministry can grow, my time 

with these groups can grow accordingly. Also, next year, as this year, I will again par 

From the Minister  
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Members and Friends, 

It has been a good year, not an easy year, but good. Lots of changes at CUUC, lots of growth on many levels, lots of 

good conversations and on balance, so much to be thankful for. 

We are maturing as a UU congregation. As a UU congregation weôve managed to raise our horizons from just getting 

together on a Sunday morning for coffee and conversation to asking some tough questions about who we are, why we 

exist, where we are going, and how. The changes we have experienced the past couple of years could tear many small 

UU congregations with similar histories apart. Not so with CUUC, and we all should take a lot of pride and dignity from 

that. We may not all agree on everything, or even anything, but thatôs UU in a nutshell, and weôre doing it now ï to-

gether and respectfully. 

As we go forward, I encourage all of us to keep reaching out to those we donôt yet know, those who seem different and 

even to those who may seem threatening. They need us, and in turn, we need them. Diversity is a tough row to hoe, but 

at the same time it is what binds us together as UUs and is the source of our strength for the future. Diversity is our 

commonality as UUs, and in an ever more diversified world we need to embrace that and all that comes with it. We 

have begun as a congregation to intentionally venture upon a path of ñradical hospitalityò, and not just within the con-

fines of CUUC. We are reaching out beyond our walls as exemplified by Just Actôs refugee assistance program, project 

Angel Heart, Ft. Logan tutoring, and Interfaith community services to name a few. We are also a Welcoming Congrega-

tion and host a new PFLAG chapter. Keep getting out there and reaching out; spread our faith through personal deeds of 

ñradical hospitalityò to those who may be different from you. Our future depends on it. 

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve this congregation as president this year. As a life long UU, I am proud of 

where we have ventured together and look forward to continuing with all of you on our chosen path as a growing and 

dynamic UU congregation. Itôs not easy. UU is not easy, and in the words of George N. Marshall, the late minister 

emeritus of the UU Church of the Larger Fellowship: 

ñWhen the church is performing its task, it often will make the uncomfortable comfortable and the comfortable uncom-

fortable. Another way of saying this is lamentably to recognize that for the majority of persons, religion is a comfort-

able, conforming experience used to make people conformists, uncritical, and unthinking. To the religious liberal, on 

the other hand, the church is important because it offers an alternative approach which strengthens, builds resistance, 

enhances courage, and challenges lifeôs easy platitudes. Thus the religious liberal may be the best hope for salvation in 

the church if it successfully creates this new sense of ñmission.ò Otherwise the church is following the path to its own 

destruction.ò* 

* From his book, Challenge of a Liberal Faith 

In Service and thank you, 
David 
David Manning, President of the Board of Trustees 

. 

 
 

From the President  
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Making a Difference 
 by Frances Blizard 

Ready! Set! School! Yes, it's already that time. Some children will be looking forward to it but others will be dreading it 

because if they come from a less-fortunate family they won't have the right clothes, the school supplies they'll need for 

the year, or a backpack like all the other kids. 

When school is an uphill fight, many children drop out as soon as they are sixteen, and even if they stay in school it is 

unlikely that theyôll thrive. It's important for kids to feel that they fit in, and if their parents are poor they probably won't. 

But Hereôs Where You Come In! Every year Inter-Faith Community Services presents a program to help children from 

struggling families start off their school year on the best foot possible, providing a new outfit and a certificate for a new 

pair of shoes, plus school supplies for the year and a new backpack to hold them. 

In two weeks you will get all the information about this program. In case you don't have time to do the 

shopping, a check made out to Inter-Faith will be just fine. 

This program can save as child's life. 

The Food and Clothing At Inter-Faith 

Your very generous contributions of food and clothing to the Community Baskets (One of them has been replaced by a 

little red wagon!) have been outstanding. Everything goes to Inter-Faith, which is a safety net for families whose income 

just does not stretch to keep the family decently fed, or clothed. 

All contributions are gratefully received. Food goes on shelves of the Food Bank. Clothes are attractively arranged in a 

separate room. 

Who Are These Inter -Faith People We Help?  

Today I was at Inter-Faith Community Services to sign up families for the Ready, Set, School program that CUUC par-

ticipates in each year. Children between kindergarten and eighth grade receive backpacks with school supplies and a 

new outfit to wear when classes start. Iôd like to share with you the story of one woman whose story was particularly 

touching. 

Missing her front teeth, she was a bit hard to understand as she told of having five children ð all epileptic. One died in 

Guatemala at the age of five, because they had no money to take her to the hospital. She went on with a big smile to say 

that things were ever so much better here, because her severely disabled four-year-old was able to receive regular medi-

cation and hadnôt had a convulsion in weeks. Her husband supports them all on a minimum-wage job, since she needs to 

care full-time for the young handicapped boy, who has emotional as well as physical problems. In spite of this, she told 

of their family having taken in a young woman with three children because she was being abused and had nowhere to 

turn. For the last several months they have had three adults and seven children living in their tiny apartment. ñItôs a little 

tight,ò she said, ñbut there was no way that I could turn away someone that needed help.ò 

It was hard ð very hard ð for me to tell this woman that her kids would likely not get backpacks this year. Inter-Faith 

has had to establish a priority system in which those whoôve received backpacks in the past rank lower than those new 

to the program. This is because the need so far exceeds the number of sponsors. She smiled again, said she understood, 

but that she sure hoped it would be possible because that is the only set of new clothes her kids got all last year and they 

had been thrilled. 

When Frances asks you to be a sponsor this year, please think of this dear woman who has had such a rough life and yet 

finds it in her heart to support those who are having an even harder time. 

Ann 
Ann Wederspahn 
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Musings 
Iôve been thinking about education lately. My son Carmine and I do his homework everyday 

when he comes home from school. There is always Math, English and Reading. These are cer-

tainly worthy subjects for children to learn. 

The school day should be concentrated on math and reading. The more a child practices these 

subjects, the better they become. Even with normal intelligence, practice will make a child better 

in both reading and math. If the first four years of grade school were spent knowing and under-

standing how to read, write and calculate, a child would have a solid foundation for the remain-

der of their schooling. 

As I understand it now, a child spends about 50 minutes each on reading and math every day. Thatôs about one hour and 

forty minutes per day plus homework. That is not long enough. I understand the day needs to be broken up so that a 

child can absorb the material better. However, I do not believe there is a need to ñteachò things such as history, geogra-

phy and geometry during the first four years of school. By varying the things the children read, we can be teaching chil-

dren history and geography in the reading materials. We can have forty-minute sessions three times during each school 

day so that children read about many different subjects. Whatever the children absorb about these subjects is a bonus but 

the main goal should be to have the children reading; reading a lot; there cannot be too much reading. 

I also have a problem with homework. I donôt believe in homework. After school, children should be worried about 

playing and their chores at their home. How happy would you be if every day you had to take an hour or two of work 

home with you, complete it by the next day and then bring it back to work? I donôt mind working nine, ten hours in a 

day as an adult, but I donôt want my children working those kinds of hours. 

To give a child who hasnôt graduated high school homework tells me that the school day is not constructed for maxi-

mum advantage. A six to eight hour school day should be enough to get all their schoolwork done. Children only have 

one childhood. Let them play. Let them have fun. There will be plenty of time in their adult life to work. 

This said, I still feel something is missing from school. If we concentrate on reading and math until fourth grade, then 

expand to other subjects - history, geography, and science - most children will have a solid basis for learning. If you can 

read, you can learn most any subject. But I couldnôt shake the gnawing feeling that something is missing in school. 

Then I heard Steve Allen give a speech and he told me what was missing from education. When do we teach our chil-

dren about relationships? When do we teach our children how to care for people and the world around them? When do 

we teach our children about love? Shouldnôt these subjects be taught at an early age and throughout all levels of school? 

Should we not have experts who teach our children the myriad of ways of that relationships work, giving them alterna-

tives they may not have thought through? 

Maybe Iôm the odd one out here but I was never taught about relationships. My father was divorced twice by the time I 

was sixteen years old. Iôve been divorced twice now. I do not see a coincidence in this fact. Even the best parents donôt 

know everything about relationships and how to solve problems within one. The more exposure a child gets to working 

out personal problems, the better. 

Why not have classes about relationships? We have many relationships. There are professional relationships; personal 

relationships; relationships with lovers and friends. I have not heard of one class that teaches skills for relationships 

through high school. Shouldnôt we have teachers who are qualified in relationships teaching our children various ways 

to go about problem solving within a relationship? Obviously, I am clueless. All I am qualified to teach my children is 

to not make the same mistakes I have made. 

ñYes son, there are better ways to go about relationships that I have done with your mother. No, I donôt know them, but 

you should. No, I have no idea what they are or else I would teach them to you. Now clean up your room please.ò 

I cannot help my children learn what I do not know or understand. Am I alone in this? 

School should be more than reading and math. Certainly, there is not just one way to love and work out problems. But 

school, from first grade throughout high school, should show children a myriad of ways to live, love and work out prob-

lems. Special classes to learn about relationships should not be only for adults who have spare time and money to take 

such classes. Isnôt it too late by time weôre adults? 

I hope my children, at least my grandchildren and great grandchildren, get an education that is truly rounded. Reading, 
(Continued on page 9) 
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Social Activities  

Circle BBQ-Saturday June 13th 6:30pm at Karen and Jim Hopkins home. Karen and Jim have a nice 

sized home and anyone who would like to attend is welcome to join this family friendly dinner. Karen 

and Jim will be serving us a delicious BBQ entrée. This is a potluck style dinner and each attendee will 

bring a side dish, dessert, or beverage to share. This is a great casual way for new church members to get 

to know us. Questions? Contact Tracy Leonard at 303-904-2015 or tsleonard@yahoo.com. 

I have spent the past three years as Chair of the Social Activities Committee. Everyone knows how much 

I adore throwing a party, but the time has come for me to step down and let someone else have a chance to be in 

charge of our fun times. Please extend a warm welcome to Ralph Benson. Beginning July 1st, Ralph has graciously 

volunteered to take over my position. He is talented and enthusiastic and will provide us with many opportunities for 

good times. A Big Thank You to all of you. It takes a village to put on a dinner for 40 people and I could not have 

executed any of the social activities without the help that each of you has given me. Also, a big thanks for giving me 

the opportunity to serve the church in a way that I love. 

Best Wishes, 

Tracy 
Tracy Leonard, Social Activities Chairperson 

The deadline for The Columbine Connection for the next 12 months is as follows:  

June 17, July 15, August 19, September 16, October 14, November 18, December 16, January 20, February 17, March 17,  

April 14, May 19  

These dates are the Wednesday prior to the second to last Sunday of the month. The Connection will be available for members and friends 

at the last Sunday Service of the month at CUUC. Then it will mailed to the remainder of the subscribers. The deadline for the next thirteen 

issues will be at midnight on the above dates. Be prepared to have all submissions to the Connection by 12:00AM (midnight) on the dead-

line date. If it is a problem meeting the deadline, please contact the editor to make arrangements for the submission. No guarantees, explicit 

or implied are made for any submission which become the property of  The Columbine Connection. 

2009 Denver PrideFest Parade  

Sunday, June 28, 2009; 9:00 am to 11:00 am  

Come and join your fellow Unitarian Universalists as we show our UU Pride by marching in the 2009 Denver 

PrideFest Parade. Adults and young people from the Denver/Boulder area UU Congregations will march to-

gether and support the LGBT community, while showing the crowd what our beliefs and values are all about. 

The route is about 1.5 miles long. Please sign up at the back of the sanctuary. We can arrange carpools or 

meet at First Unitarian at 8:00am for a breakfast and send off. It's a lot of fun! If you have questions, please 

contact Suzanne at 303-978-9585.   

Donõt Skip the Scrip! 

Scrip is "substitute money," an old fashioned term for gift cards and grocery cards. Buying Scrip allows 

CUUCôers to purchase everyday items like office supplies, home necessities, clothing, and entertainment 

in the stores of your choice; while earning a percentage of each dollar of gift card to support CUUC. Scrip 

is a painless fund raiser because it costs you nothing and still generates money for CUUC. 

We hope you use gift cards! We hope you buy them at CUUC! We keep gift cards in stock from stores like Barnes and 

Noble, Home Depot, Loweôs, Office Depot, Great Harvest Bread and Starbucks. But we can order ï just for you ï gift 

cards from thousands of stores and restaurants. Please let us know if you shop at TJ Maxx, or Best Buy or Old Navy, we 

can order their gift cards for you. In fact there is a huge list of stores we can order from: just ask for it at the table in the 

lobby on any Sunday when you buy your coffee. If you are curious how Scrip works, please talk with the people selling 

gift cards, coffee, and grocery cards, or ask Sarah Manning (303 771-6172) for details. 

Donôt leave CUUC without Scrip! Donôt leave CUUC without Equal Exchange Coffee! 

mailto:tsleonard@yahoo.com

