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January 3 "A Religion for Our Time" Andrew Clive Millard

Andrew Clive Millard is completing his studies for a Master of Divinity degree at
the lliff School of Theology in Denver. He is currently the interim Youth Ministry
Coordinator for the Mountain Desert District. Andrew was born and raised ir} Eng-
land and his home congregation is the Unitarian Society of Hartford, Connectigut.

January 10 &Gi ve OEmM Hope, Not He Revelend Coeyman

The core message since the Unitarian and Universalist denominations merged in
1961 has been one of hope and of the inherent goodness in the world. This theology
grounds many of the Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism. Learn morg about
this proud and probably lessenown part of the heritage of this free faith.
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with the theme of O&é&Nurturing Communit.
engaged in building beloved community, we are renewed through hope to build a
better world for ourselves and future generations for people around the world.

January 31 0Social Justice Missing in Reproduct
Sally Isaacson
Womenés reproductive health issues| ha\

pening in the US Congress right now. Politicians paint the issues in black ang white
when there are actually multiple shades of gi&h a t has changed;
changed2010 will be a rerun of 2008 with another personhood amendment.

Sally Isaacson is Treasurer of First Unitarian Church of Denver, and recently be-
came chair of The Freedom Fund having served for four years as its treasuref. She i
an accountant for the national nprofit, NurseFamily Partnership. Sally has long

been an advocate for womendés health is
Protect Choice coalition which successfully defeated Amendment 48 in 2008.
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From the Minister

Our congregational theme for January is OHopebd. Jt\any

a themebased ministry; that is, a monthly rotation of themes, over one or more years, as a way to organize t

cycle

activities in the church year. Yes, this is a management tool. Even more, it is yet another way of bringing us t@lgether
a congregation, since these monthly themes help focus any given activity such as worship, as well as activijies acr
the entire church community. Therbased ministry also helps connect us to the larger world outside the congrgigation,
as we coordinate congregational life to cycles of the seasons and to community events. And so in January we focus

6hopebd as our t heme.

you keep your resolutions?). Hope is also appropriate for this time when Mother Earth begins to emerge fro
darkness of the Winter Solstice. Yes, there are still plenty of cold days in the Colorado forecast, but the traj
ward light, warmth, and growth gives us something to look forward to which is hopeful.

Hope seems appropriate for January, the month whose beginning is marked by new resolutions for the comin’ﬁyear (\

The theme of O6hoped is core to our free r el i ghuondees
-year history in this country. Perhaps an apocryphal story, but it is said that the slogan of Reverend John Mulfr
ited by many as the Father of American Universal.i
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an approach to religion that brings us inspiration and creativity, not criticism and negativity. | suppose that | njust hax
been a Universalist througindthrough in some former life. These core values of Universalism resonate so strgngly in
me. The many intriguing and feisty Universalists of the nineteenth century who have become the subjects of iy curre

historical research fascinate and mentor me and my ministry.

How much do you know about your Universalist heritage? Is Universalism a-kessen quantity than is Unitariafy-

ism, the other o6halfé of UU history? Universalisim

as

date we take as its actual founding varies, depending on what event the historian is marking, but Universglism w
clearly grounded in the democratic, revolutionary fervor of-éagteentc e nt ury Ameri ca. Jjohn
the first preacher of Universalism, up and down the East Coast started in 1770. The General Convention of Urffiversali

(predecessor to our modern UUA General Assembly) was held in 1793, and the Winchester Profession of Faith

, the fi

declaration of Universalist theology, was adopted in Winchester, New Hampshire, in 1803. Universalism as g|religiol
denomination caught on quickly: by the mmgheteenth century, it was the fifth or sixth largest religious denomingtion

in the United States. We modern Unitarian Universalists can certainly be proud of our heritage!

Why was Universalism so popular in early America? Its appeal can be most clearly explained in contrast to prevailir
Calvinist theology. Universalism countered basic orthodox tenants such as the notion that humans are born info inher
sinfulness, and the bizarre notion (my opinion) that some sort of selection process was put in place at the tinje the u
verse was created that destined some humans to eventual heaven and others to eventual hell. In contrast, YIniversa
promoted the inherent goodness of each human. It is up to each of us to live good lives. Being inherently gogld, hope

our guiding force, with eventual salvation the reward for everyone, not just a select few.
What a welcome and comforting theology this must have been for those early Americans when they heard||t

heir fir

circuit preacher come through town, or read their first Universalist tract. Consider some of the Universalist wojnen wh

are in my historical research. |l 6m i nvestigating ||Mar
try. Maryds mother, a member of another denominat|i on
parents had sixteen children, nine of whom had died before their mother was converted to Universalism. Thijpk whai
comfort this must have been to her, this reassur gnce
versalism took away the sense of guilt and retribution.

We might not always be clear about the Universalist parts of ourselves today, but Universalist values pervadg much
what we are as modern Unitarian Universalists. Consider the First Principle of Unitarian Universalism: belief im the in
herent worth and dignity of all persons. This is straight out of Universalist theology. Or the Seventh Principlg, on th
interconnectedness of all life, a positive, hopeful, and collaborative grounding for our modern faith. So in this §eason
new beginnings, if you have made New Year 68 arndas d| wtoi
just mean, are you O6hopingd you can keep your regolu
ness of |ife? Do they offer you a positive path |for

yourself; for your family and other loved ones; for this world that so desperately needs the message of hope?
(Continued on Page T|)
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From the President

Members and Friends of CUUC,
is increasing and a new mission statement is in the works.

We are expecting no problems with the rezoning, therefore we anticipate a closing in the fourth quarter of 20
information will be available when the first public meeting is announced.

lower attendance was a big concern to the leadership of the church and led to major questions about why th

to the decrease in energy and attendance. Some of the issues influencing us were the following: members m
the economy, and the normal change in energy level of any organization after a major change (a minister reti
this last month there has been a marked positive change in attendance and the atmosphere in the building.

ready to take these four options and come up with a single proposed Mission Statement. In January small cott
ings will convene and add their thoughts for the

presented to the congregation for a vote at our winter congregational meeting in February. This has bdengg
process with | ots of good input. I know we wil/l R

The board is planning another potluck on Januaf{. Zhe potluck in November was snowed out and because
busy schedule at church and the holidays, it has taken a while to get a potluck back on the calendar.

We are indeed a church with many ways to become involved in a religious life.
In Service,

Sally

Sally Popiel, President of the Board of Trustees

pening. David Manning did an excellent job putting a number of factors together, showing various influences %dding L

Good things are happening around Columbine UU Church. We have good news about the Bowles property, pttendal

As David Manning announced at the Decembdt 38nday service, we have a new contract for the Bowles property.

0. Mo

After a drop in attendance in September and October, we are once again seeing more normal attendance n{/mbers.

5 was |

ving av
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At the mission workshop held this fall, the congregation created four draft mission statements. A refining teajn is no

hge gat
r ef
year

ave

bf the

Anot her Universalist slogan was 61n
of the coming year, in our own hearts and in our work in the world.

Blessings to All for 2010.
See you at church!

Barbara

Reverend Barbara Coeyman
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Making a Difference

by Frances Blizard

The Holidays Are Overand your generosity to Intéfaith Community Servicesiade it
possible for them to make both Thanksgiving and Christonighter for the hundreds of
struggling families that depend on them.

But let's not forget that though the holidays were brighter, the need exists twelve mo
the year.

Your donations of food fill a need that is there all year.

Clothing is needed also, especially in winter when utility bills are out of sight.

in to the Community Basket? In other words, anything¢batd help to keep people warm.
Your heart will be warmer, too.

News from the Committee on Ministry

Your Committee on Ministry is pleased to announcd@ th
craft a single CUUC Mission Statement drafte currently have four very fine mission statement drafts hanging ¢n the
wall in back of our sanctuarfthe Refining Team will take the four statements and creatively finesse, distill andflrefine
them into one succinct st adt whpneenekist@uhrew Refinend TeancnemberS fré) C 6
Ruthanne Cauley, Kathy Derrick, Sue Fraley, Pauline Hopkins, Wes Howe, Sarah Manning and Mardi Stone.

Many of you attended the Mission Workshop on October 11 facilitated by Reverend Barbara and sponsorgd by tl
COM. It was at that workshop that the four drafts were writidre Mission workshop was a great opportunity to falk
about and explore why CUUC exists as a liberal religious home in the southwest suburban DenVgoarere no
able to make it to the October wor kshop, you arelinv
with the Refining Team about the proposed Mission Statement Alldire welcome!

hal f | during which weol I have der
some members of the refining team will facilitate conversation about the Mission Statemeimiutiadt this time, the
goal is to reflect on the meaning of CUUCOs rel illgio
you. We hope you will become familiar with the proposed draft before the congregation is asked to vote on thd| Missio
Statement at the Winter Congregational Meeting on Sunday, February 7.

Please attend a Cottage MeetirigWill be fun!

If you would like to host a cottage meeting in January, please contact COM members, KareHogkidg,
kich@att.net 303808-8730 or Bob Pinkhamhob.pinkham@gmail.con803501-9247. Signup sheets for attendjng
these Cottage Meetings will be on the back counter &aich for them and sign upLL ARE WELCOME.

Paged
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Musings

Every couple of three years, I actually receive 3§ re
Wes Howe, obliged my request to hear his story on becoming a Unitarian Universalist. | will be happy to sharg his stc
here in AMusingso this mont h. I also invite any and
Here is Wesds story:

AEven though my family had only a | oose church asso
Christianity.

When | was a boy, my brother and | sometimes walked in the woods with my mother to gather wild flowers. ®ne Sul

day morning she wondered aloud why anyone would want to be in a stuffy church when they could be outsidg enjoyi

nature, as we were. That planted a seed: | need not feel guilty that my family was without religion.

That seed grew a few years later when, as a high school junior at a summer music camp | overhearestudeiigge

camp counselor remark that he did not believe Jesus Christ was the son of God but was conceived like ever
That was the first time | remember hearing (or reading) someone challenge the myths of Christianity.

body e

Some ten years later as | walked past a Unitarian church something on its signboard reminded me of the counselor's

mark. | attended the next Sunday service and | have been a Unitarian (or UU) ever since.

Some people become UUs after reading philosophy and studying different religions. Others want to escape fr¢m a rel

ion they inherited.
For me, it was simply serendipity. o

This story is so simple, it is profound. Our paths to our spiritual homes are as varied as the people who rq
There is no right or wrong path, it simply is. | thank Wes for sharing his and hope others will be willing to share

| hope everyone has a happy, healthy and hopeful New Year!

Peace & Love,

Carmen

Carmen J. Corica, Editor of The Columbine Connection

am the
theirs.
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Pathways to Membership Class
Saturday January 16" 9:00am & 1:00pm

Are you interested itearning more about Columbine Unitarian Universalist Chu@hhow we make
decisions, the history of our faith and meeting new pedplb®s interests you, sign up for this class by
emailing Suzanne a@feygaiser@comcast.nedr putting your name on the sigp sheet in the sanctu-
ary. This class is for new visitors and letige membersl t 6 s a gr eat way to
meet new peopldhis is a fun and enjoyable class, learning about our Columbine Unitarian Universali
Church, Unitarian Universalist history and each oteu will also have the opportunity to become a
member at the end of the claddembership is always optional This class is required if you wish to

become a membélff.you have any questions, please contact Suzanne at (306358%8

MEMPERSHIP

et

Leadership Positions

Do you think you might be interested in a position on one of the Congregational Committ
(Leadership Search or Committee on Ministry) or as an Officer or Trustee of the cAuecydu curi-
ous as to what those people db8o, we want to talk to youlVe are looking for energetic, engaged
people to serve CUUC for the upcoming term starting July 1, Zl&@se talk with a member of the
Leadership Search Committde Sue Zloth, Jamie Daniels or Wes Ho@évefor more information.
Contact information:

Sue Zloth:  zloths@g.com

Jamie Danielsjbadaniels@gmail.com

Wes Howe: wbhowe@comcast.net

LEABERS NIP

The deadline folrhe Columbine Connectioffior the next 12 months is as follows:
January 20, February 17, March 17, April 14, May 19, June 16, July 14, August 18, September 15, October 20, November 17, iDbeel5

These dates are the Wednesday prior to the second to last Sunday of the mo@tmngationwill be available for members and frienfds
at the last Sunday Service of the month at CUUC. Then it will mailed to the remainder of the subscribers. The deadlimxfohitteen
issues will be at midnight on the above dates. Be prepared to have all submissiorGdionaeionby 12:00AM (midnight) on the deag-
line date. If it is a problem meeting the deadline, please contact the editor to make arrangements for the submissiarnielis, gxalici
or implied are made for any submission which become the propeh®{Columbine Connection
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CUUC Book Club Meets

The Book Club will discus$he God of Small Thingsh Wednesday, January 27. It

is a politically charged novel by Indian author Arundhati Roy about the childhood

experiences of a pair of fraternal twins who become victims of circumstance. The
book is a description of how the small things in life build up, translate into people's
behavior and affect their lives.

Roy's novel was published in 1996 and quickly became &asbbst. It won the Booker Prize in 1997.
At this meeting the group will pick a book for discussion in March.

The Book Club meets in the church lounge at 7:30pm the fourth Wednesday of each month. You|need n
have read the book to participate. Visitors and potential members are always welcome.

The Colorado Public Radio Project
of the

BoulderDenver Cluster of
UU Congregations

Columbine Unitarian Universalist Church, in cooperation with six other Bodlldarver UU churches a Iw

the Mountain Desert District (MDD) staff, is helping to launch an exciting new project designed to i rease
awareness of Unitarian Universalism in the Bouldenver area. We would like to become a busifjess
sponsor of Colorado Public Radio (CPR) and |pir
find out more about our faith.

+HUHYV KRZ

1.Write your donation check(s) to CUUC, with CRRDD in the memo line, and drop it in the Sungg
collection plate.

2.CUUC will track the funds and send a check for the total donations to MDD on a monthly.

3.You will not be listed as a separate donor to CPR, but your donation will be part of the UU donafjon that
wi || Apurchaseo air time for |listeners to ear

4.Your CPR donation will be included on your CUUC year end contributions report for tax purposes

51 f you are still completing a fApledgedo to PR,
donate through CUU®IDD.

6.Questions? Please contact Kathy Derrick atF206766, or email her atkthyderrick@yahoo.com

To Consider: Donations to Colorado Public Radio in a friend or family member name makes a nice Holiday gift!

Singers Wanted!

For the Columbine UU Church Choir.

Expand your voice and heart.

Refresh and Recharge with Song.

Take part in Sunday services and

musical events in the larger Denver

community. Enjoy new musical experiences. For more info contact David
Burrows at 3031552110 or email
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