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Theme of the Month

December 6 oDark and Light,

rké

At this time of the year, we experience growing darkness as the northern hemnjisphere
shifts away from the sun. There is more darkness, but not complete darkness. There

is always some light: from the sun; from the candles we light in worship and |i
homes; from the friendships and interactions with others. Similarly, the light is

n our
never

total: even in times of greatest light, real and metaphorical, there is the irony gf some
dark. In these plays of light and dark, we also realize that dark does not catedorically
equate with the negative, nor does light mean only the positive and the sought after.

Our lives are a constant balancing of light and dark

December 13 OWould You Like to Hold the B
Susan Stein and Martin Blue -Norton

We celebrate the season with a Christmas Pageant that revisits the timeless

abyo

story o

Mary and Joseph, the Kings and the Shepherds, with the addition of a new charactel
i a young stable girl who longs to get close to the newborn babe. We will he per-

forming Would You Like to Hold the Bablyy Joyce Poley and Frank Henning

as

part of our Multigenerational Worship service to celebrate the spiritual truths and

metaphorical beauty found in the Nativity story. Come share the joy and spirit
multigenerational cast and choir presentation.

December 21 7:30pm Monday "Between Darkness and Light"
Winter Solstice Dory Pinkham

For eons communities have gathered at Solstice acknowledging the turning

of this

of the

season, honoring renewal and new beginnings. Join us in ceremony and celgbratior

on this Solstice evening.

December 20 ORet urn Agai néReverendMichael P. Corrigan

The Winter Solstice is upon us, and we begin the return to the light and waimth of

spring and summer. The process is a long one however we are sustained by

our hop

in that natural cycle. Forgiveness is simiéar a natural process that takes a lpng

time and requires hope in human compassion. Join the Reverend Michael H
gan for thoughts on forgiveness as

December 24 6pm O0Christmas Eve Candl el

. Corri-
we

i ght
Come, join this CUUC tradition. Bring friends and family to this mgénerational

service of Lessons and Carols of the season. Music and readings will be offered by

CUUCO6s members and friends of all
ceremony. A reception of holiday treats follows immediately in the sanctuary.

December 27 0Germinating | n t he J&anielHufseslsr 6
Darkness is often associated with evil, secrecy, and d€athwe can choose

hges

0]
view darkness as a space in which we find safety and room to geow seed ger

minates beneath the cover of darkness, we too, can grow in the quiet nurturing of the

dark. Come explore the possibilities for growth in the cover of darkness.

Jeannie Hufstedler is the Ministerial Intern at First Unitarian Society of Denver and

a student at the Iliff School of Theology.
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From the Minister
1&1&1&1&1&1&1&###############ﬁ###

oOTell ing Our Storiesodsq
In mid-November, | attended the Ministers Convocation sponsored by the
ﬁwe

(Unitarian Universalist Ministers Association), a figay conference held every se

years in different locations. Over four hundred ministers convened in Ottawa, Can
cation was so busy, and so fuldhdot o ngpdtiw
sive workshops; a theme speaker, the spiritual writer Thomas Moore; mealtimes; 4@
course leisure time together. For me, a great way to visit with friends and colleagué
and recently met, whom | 6ve worked WI

The theme of the Convocation was the
ference being 6Tell a Tal e, Touch a
organized around story: sermons as stories; care of the soul as story; the life stories of us ministers.

we
I#fe,

Our whole lives are stories. Not only ministers, | mean. Each of us carries stories with us all the time, anﬂglch of
us i s a story. Sometsmesi wedcahkntlweseeftortesVsshi

as our CUUC class on UU History and Heritage has been learning about in our course soon coming to
for this term. How many of your stories will be told over the coming weeks as holiday parties and holidays
bring you together with friends and family Yy o0 u

help them know you better? How does telling your stories turn your life experiences into very tangible
}.& more so than they might have been had these stories remained silent in your own memories?

ies,

In addition to telling others, we can record our stories on paper: in journals, in memoirs, in sermons, in(;gonal
accounts by transferring our experiences to characters outside ourselves. | hope you consider doing s reflec
tion on your life by writing down your stories. You might do this writing as daily spiritual practice. | hg\

work at journalingdaiyd 1 6 m much more disciplined about SOmMe ot
tured by the process of journalidg but | do it.

Telling our stories matters. It matters to those telling the stories. It also matters to those hearing the st@
get to know one another more deeply and fully through the stories they tell. My mother was an Army gse in

Worl d War 11, serving on the front I|line at the" n d
;&n()t heard many wuntil about ten years ago, whenwidshe
ripe young age of 88, shebdés making a career of or

3% ences. | hope some of us family members have convinced her that she really ought to document these &
paper or audio recording, for the sake of preserving the information in the stories, and even more, so t
1& scendant® my children and their children and grandchildren after tBerwill have a chance to know ab
the heroic actions of their heroic ancestor. o

Womal
,&

ies, O
er de

Certainly in our congregation we have many opportunities to share stories with one another. We will hay
type of opportunity coming in the New Year, when we begin what some call Covenant Group Ministry,
Group Ministry. Stay tuned for details in the January newsletter.

Until then, tell your stories. You will certainly touch at least two lives inthe teflingour s an
Better yet, you might help transform the world.

Blessings to you and to all those you love during these upcoming winter holidays.
;& See you at church!

1& Many blessings,
¥ Barbara

b 4
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i Making a Difference o
i by Frances Blizard &
) :

,;g* You Made It A Wonderful Thanksgiving For Needy Families! What seemed like a hundred pounds of f@i@d
=

ﬁg‘* showed up in the Community Baskets in November. Please realize that the food made Thanks-

o giving real for all the families that have to pay rent, utilities, keep the car running, and 01
‘f,,,.a other expenses everybody faces, while coping with the fear of being laid off. Soitis no s “,l,

@ that planning a festive meal for Thanksgiving is out of the question. é*

@ Your support of Intefaith's program to provide Thanksgiving dinners, plus other food, to the struggling f%lles
‘f .. that depend on them was tremendous. Even though the amount of money donated was not as large asf}b the pa

@ two years, the amount of food donated more than made up for it. e%
AChristmas is abcoming, the goos is géﬁtln
I f you havenot got a penny, a ha@penr{l Wi
bl ess you. o (E&

| They say that want is never as painfully felt as at Christmas. Imagine a child waklng%p on
Christmas morning, looking around to see if Santa had come, and nothing was thQFE The
child will remember that the rest of his life. @

«% The homemaker wants to cook a nice dinner, but she doesn't have the food to make it. (g%

‘f“ Once again InteFaith shows us how we can keep that from happening to some of those families. We are%ked to
ffﬁ sponsor a family, giving each child two gifts and giving the homemaker grocery certificates so she caﬁgo the
@ store and buy the food she needs to fix a festive dinner and also put some staples in her cupboards. ﬁ

ft* One person can sponsor a single parent with one or two children; two or more people can go in togetheﬂto spon-

ﬁ? sor a bigger family (two parents with three or four child@nyou get the idea. (m
({* If you don't have the time for any of this, why not just write a check to-Fai#h Community Services. (W
(‘& Please do everything you can to give families and homebound seniors the gift of knowing that they are n%iforgot-

(ii ten and can share the joy of the holidays. %a
N )
O O O O A O O O O O O A O O O A O O O O A O O O O D

e e e e e B B e e e B B e e B

New Pathways Class *

Saturday, January 16th, 9 -1pm (includes brunch and child care)

The Pathways class is not only for those interested in Membership, but for those who are inte in
getting a sense of UU history and how things work in this vital church. Our class also gives the opgortu-
nity to connect with others in a deeper way than casual conversation, discussing our own spiritu ur-

neys. It is a fun way to learn and get to know othiérgou are interested, please sign up on Pathw.
Membership sheet, located on the south side of our sanctuary, or talk to Reverend Coeyman, Suzagne Fey
-Gaiser or Sue Dress&fou may email Suzanne geygaiser@comcast.net call her at (303) 978585 %

if you need more informatioWe strongly urge members that have not been through the class to

Itbés a great refresher!

¥ 3
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=3 1959 they were drvorced | lived with my father, who moved back in with his Italian immigrant mothe
5, was | two years old. | heard from my mother only twice again until | was 24 years old. My father re }%g
when | was five years old.

4 My stepmother was also 18 years old when she had my firstnather in 1961. She and my father contin&eg
[ to have children, four in all, born in 1963, 1964 and 1965. We were a good Gétilaic family who formedg
L this new famrly for the next decade Q

R

' My father would always buy one of the best Christmas trees in the city about a week before Chrrstm S
52 to live until January 8, the twelfth day of Christmas, when it would be taken down each year. It was #6453

comrngI | knew he wouldnot come until | was a";
. Eventually me and my four brothers and sister would fall asleep in our bedrooms. Myattew would sIee
in a cot setup across the stairs so that we ;
my father would always go down first to be ready with the cameras to take pictures of us coming dé
~2 stairs and opening our gifts. My stepther would use the still camera and my father would man the
i camera to take moving pictures =

. rested from all the work they had done the night before!

e Because of the auspicious Christmas holidays
—» mas season has become my favorite time of year. October, with its World Series, is baseball Chrrstm S As an
=5 adult, baseball Christmas goes right into the Christmas season for me. The stores putting up their €t
k= decorations in November are only beginning to catch up to me and my Christmas Season. e

- Christmas shopping is a 12 month activity for me. Some of the best Christmas shopping can be do = De-
Q cember 28 every year. There is never a month when | see something that | think someone would [ 1
Won(‘)t buy it to save as a Christmas gift. To

Iast minutes gift making. This year weol | be g
to see some of the houses who have the best Christmas light displays in Denver. | love the Christmas?
52 plays because it wishes everyone who sees them a Merry Christmas! If it were in my budget, | woulde the

y gaudiest, most prolific Christmas display on the planet. | would want everyone to see our home fgFiniles
3 around, thinking the Coricas are wishing us a Merry Christmas! ‘
=2, It was long ago that Christmas stopped being a religious holiday and became a secular holiday for megefk does-
a religious hd&isihedaywe tetebratesHe bim)hrofaa ﬂ Ch
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% man who exempllfled everythlng we feel is wonderful about belng Unltarlan Unlversallsts From the @

have about Jesus, Weore t ol d he practlced

be a Unltarlan Uni versalist. How coul d

I|fe of a man whom wedve only been |l eft to
I

told he stood for, my family and

2% Peace & Love,

Carmen

» Carmen J. Corica, Editor of The Columbine Connection

o 8 o 8 o 8 & o 8
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*» Travel and stay in homes of people

v who share your ideals

In celebration of a birth millions of people believe happened about 2000 years ago, in commemoratiqi#%

&
ea

((‘3

¢~- Learn about hosting people in your:

(N

“i
0
o
S
«&
1SS
o
(m
ﬁ
(m
(m
(m
(m
iy

R EEERE T EEN

home to earn extra money

The UU bed and breakfast directory
UUre Home (formerly Homecomings)
offers a network of hosts in the United
States (and a few abroad) who enjoy

+. meeting new friends and are happy to
open their home to like-minded people.
Travel to different cities and stav in

reasonably priced accommodations or ‘ 1( )'re Home

become a host and enjoy meeting new

friends. -
www.UUreHome.com

For more information, visit 43 \-’ennont Court

www.UUreHome.com Asheville. NC 28806

or write to 828-281-3253

info@uurehome.com
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* Women's Circle Solstice Ceremony ﬁ
73‘ All women of the CUUC community are invited to our special Solstice ceremony which will be held on T: day,
December 18, at CUUC community room, at 7 pm. This is our most sacred event of thaNeavill be focusin
’k on the meaning of Solstice...going from darkness into the coming light. g
& We ask all who attend to bring a candle, and a shack or dessert to share with others. &
ﬁ Please let either Ruthanne Cauley or Sue Dressel know if you are coming. g
b 4
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##iuﬁiuﬁiuﬁiuﬁiuﬁiuiuiuﬁ“ﬁ“ﬁ“ﬁ“ﬁ“ﬁ“ﬁ“ﬁ#&#&#&“ﬁ“ﬁi
CornUUcopia

What a great success! And what a fun time was had by all!
Some statistics:
287 items were donated by 75 people and businesses.
55 people bid on items, raising a total of $12,700!
85 people enjoyed a fabulous Italian dinner anda4&t hel

The money we raised at the auction helps CUUC in these challenging times to continue our work as a beafn of lib
eral faith.

Lt 8 8 e s L

Thanks again to everyone who donated items and bid on items, and especially to those who volunteered
the auction on. This is definitely a group effort.

Sue Zloth

help pt

Lt e

FY VYV VYV VNV VYV VYV VIV VI VIV VIV VYV VIV VI VY
et et ot
For Hire i Help With Your Chores

¥ My name Sam Gaiser. | am 16 years old, a member of CUUC and looking for paid work. | am willing to hé&lp you

% With manual labor of any kintl shoveling snow, raking leaves, moving furniture, boxes,| e also willing to d

# any other projects for you where you need some extra help. If you know of anyone hiring tom@antrk, |3
would appreciate a referrdlhave my own trans- portation. Please *

,,& call me at (303)488B717 or email me at

¥ xgaiser@gmail.coniThank you for your help.

-
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The deadline folhe Columbine Connectioffor the next 12 months is as follows:
December 16, January 20, February 17, March 17, April 14, May 19, June 16, July 14, August 18, September 15, October 20, iRbgel7

These dates are the Wednesday prior to the second to last Sunday of the mo@tdmrigationwill be available for members and friengs
at the last Sunday Service of the month at CUUC. Then it will mailed to the remainder of the subscribers. The deadlimxfohitteen
issues will be at midnight on the above dates. Be prepared to have all submissiorGaioniaetionby 12:00AM (midnight) on the deagl-
line date. If it is a problem meeting the deadline, please contact the editor to make arrangements for the submissiarnielis, gualici
or implied are made for any submission which become the propefh®Columbine Connection
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