
Theme of the Month ñ Darkness  

December 6  òDark and Light, Light and Darkó Reverend Coeyman  

At this time of the year, we experience growing darkness as the northern hemisphere 

shifts away from the sun. There is more darkness, but not complete darkness. There 

is always some light: from the sun; from the candles we light in worship and in our 

homes; from the friendships and interactions with others. Similarly, the light is never 

total: even in times of greatest light, real and metaphorical, there is the irony of some 

dark. In these plays of light and dark, we also realize that dark does not categorically 

equate with the negative, nor does light mean only the positive and the sought after. 

Our lives are a constant balancing of light and dark. 

December 13  òWould You Like to Hold the Babyó 

Susan Stein and Martin Blue -Norton  

We celebrate the season with a Christmas Pageant that revisits the timeless story of 

Mary and Joseph, the Kings and the Shepherds, with the addition of a new character 

ï a young stable girl who longs to get close to the newborn babe. We will be per-

forming Would You Like to Hold the Baby, by Joyce Poley and Frank Henning, as 

part of our Multigenerational Worship service to celebrate the spiritual truths and 

metaphorical beauty found in the Nativity story. Come share the joy and spirit of this 

multigenerational cast and choir presentation. 

December 21  7:30pm  Monday  "Between Darkness and Light"  

 Winter Solstice  Dory Pinkham  

For eons communities have gathered at Solstice acknowledging the turning of the 

season, honoring renewal and new beginnings. Join us in ceremony and celebration 

on this Solstice evening. 

December 20  òReturn Againé.ó Reverend Michael P. Corrigan  

The Winter Solstice is upon us, and we begin the return to the light and warmth of 

spring and summer. The process is a long one however we are sustained by our hope 

in that natural cycle. Forgiveness is similar ð a natural process that takes a long 

time and requires hope in human compassion. Join the Reverend Michael P. Corri-

gan for thoughts on forgiveness as we ñreturn again to the home of our soul.ò 

December 24 6pm òChristmas Eve Candlelight Serviceó Reverend Coeyman 

Come, join this CUUC tradition. Bring friends and family to this multi-generational 

service of Lessons and Carols of the season. Music and readings will be offered by 

CUUCôs members and friends of all ages, followed by the traditional candle lighting 

ceremony. A reception of holiday treats follows immediately in the sanctuary.  

December 27  òGerminating In the Darknessó Jeannie Hufstedler  

Darkness is often associated with evil, secrecy, and death. Yet, we can choose to 

view darkness as a space in which we find safety and room to grow. As a seed ger-

minates beneath the cover of darkness, we too, can grow in the quiet nurturing of the 

dark.  Come explore the possibilities for growth in the cover of darkness. 

Jeannie Hufstedler is the Ministerial Intern at First Unitarian Society of Denver and 

a student at the Iliff School of Theology.  

Sunday Programs 

The Columbine Connection 

Inside This Issue: 
From the Minister 2 

Making a Difference 3 

Musings 4 

Happenings 6, 7 & 8 

Notes from Rev. Barbara 9 

From the DRE 10 

The Columbine Connection 

December 2009 
Volume 17, Issue 6 



The Columbine Connection   December 2009 

 

Page 2 

From the Minister  

òTelling Our Storiesó  

In mid-November, I attended the Ministers Convocation sponsored by the UUMA 

(Unitarian Universalist Ministers Association), a five-day conference held every seven 

years in different locations. Over four hundred ministers convened in Ottawa, Canada, we 

Americans crossing borders to come together with our Canadian colleagues. The Convo-

cation was so busy, and so fulfilling: two worship services each day; óone-shotô and inten-

sive workshops; a theme speaker, the spiritual writer Thomas Moore; mealtimes; and of 

course leisure time together. For me, a great way to visit with friends and colleagues old 

and recently met, whom Iôve worked with in my various ministries around the country. 

The theme of the Convocation was the power of óStory,ô the theme statement for the con-

ference being óTell a Tale, Touch a Life, Transform the World.ô Virtually all events were 

organized around story: sermons as stories; care of the soul as story; the life stories of us ministers. 

Our whole lives are stories. Not only ministers, I mean. Each of us carries stories with us all the time, and each of 

us is a story. Sometimes we call these stories óhis-storiesô when we refer to our ancestors, but these are all stories, 

as our CUUC class on UU History and Heritage has been learning about in our course soon coming to conclusion 

for this term. How many of your stories will be told over the coming weeks as holiday parties and holiday travel 

bring you together with friends and family you havenôt seen for awhile? How does telling your stories to others 

help them know you better? How does telling your stories turn your life experiences into very tangible realities, 

more so than they might have been had these stories remained silent in your own memories? 

In addition to telling others, we can record our stories on paper: in journals, in memoirs, in sermons, in fictional 

accounts by transferring our experiences to characters outside ourselves. I hope you consider doing some reflec-

tion on your life by writing down your stories. You might do this writing as daily spiritual practice. I have to 

work at journaling daily ð Iôm much more disciplined about some other practices, even though I am always nur-

tured by the process of journaling ð but I do it. 

Telling our stories matters. It matters to those telling the stories. It also matters to those hearing the stories. We 

get to know one another more deeply and fully through the stories they tell. My mother was an Army nurse in 

World War II, serving on the front line at the end of the war. She literally has ówar storiesô to tell, of which I had-

nôt heard many until about ten years ago, when she started to talk much more openly about the War. Today, at the 

ripe young age of 88, sheôs making a career of sorts going on the lecture circuit telling stories of her war experi-

ences. I hope some of us family members have convinced her that she really ought to document these stories, on 

paper or audio recording, for the sake of preserving the information in the stories, and even more, so that her de-

scendants ð my children and their children and grandchildren after them ð will have a chance to know about 

the heroic actions of their heroic ancestor. 

Certainly in our congregation we have many opportunities to share stories with one another. We will have a new 

type of opportunity coming in the New Year, when we begin what some call Covenant Group Ministry, or Small 

Group Ministry. Stay tuned for details in the January newsletter. 

Until then, tell your stories. You will certainly touch at least two lives in the telling ð yours and your listenerôs. 

Better yet, you might help transform the world. 

Blessings to you and to all those you love during these upcoming winter holidays. 

See you at church! 

Many blessings, 

Barbara  
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Making a Difference 
 by Frances Blizard 

You Made It A Wonderful Thanksgiving For Needy Families! What seemed like a hundred pounds of food 

showed up in the Community Baskets in November. Please realize that the food made Thanks-

giving real for all the families that have to pay rent, utilities, keep the car running, and all the 

other expenses everybody faces, while coping with the fear of being laid off. So it is no surprise 

that planning a festive meal for Thanksgiving is out of the question. 

Your support of Inter-Faith's program to provide Thanksgiving dinners, plus other food, to the struggling families 

that depend on them was tremendous. Even though the amount of money donated was not as large as in the past 

two years, the amount of food donated more than made up for it. 

ñChristmas is aôcoming, the goos is getting fat; please put a penny in an old manôs hat. 

If you havenôt got a penny, a haôpenny will do; if you havenôt got a haôpenny, God 

bless you.ò 

They say that want is never as painfully felt as at Christmas. Imagine a child waking up on 

Christmas morning, looking around to see if Santa had come, and nothing was there. The 

child will remember that the rest of his life. 

The homemaker wants to cook a nice dinner, but she doesn't have the food to make it. 

Once again Inter-Faith shows us how we can keep that from happening to some of those families. We are asked to 

sponsor a family, giving each child two gifts and giving the homemaker grocery certificates so she can go the 

store and buy the food she needs to fix a festive dinner and also put some staples in her cupboards. 

One person can sponsor a single parent with one or two children; two or more people can go in together to spon-

sor a bigger family (two parents with three or four children) ð you get the idea. 

If you don't have the time for any of this, why not just write a check to Inter-Faith Community Services. 

Please do everything you can to give families and homebound seniors the gift of knowing that they are not forgot-

ten and can share the joy of the holidays. 

New Pathways Class  

Saturday, January 16th, 9 -1pm (includes brunch and child care)  

The Pathways class is not only for those interested in Membership, but for those who are interested in 

getting a sense of UU history and how things work in this vital church. Our class also gives the opportu-

nity to connect with others in a deeper way than casual conversation, discussing our own spiritual jour-

neys. It is a fun way to learn and get to know others. If you are interested, please sign up on Pathways to 

Membership sheet, located on the south side of our sanctuary, or talk to Reverend Coeyman, Suzanne Fey

-Gaiser or Sue Dressel. You may email Suzanne at sfeygaiser@comcast.net or call her at (303) 978-9585 

if you need more information. We strongly urge members that have not been through the class to sign up. 

Itôs a great refresher! 

mailto:sfeygaiser@comcast.net
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Musings 
I was born on March 18, 1957 to a mother who was 18 years old and a father who was 22 years old. By May of 

1959 they were divorced. I lived with my father, who moved back in with his Italian immigrant mother when 

was I two years old. I heard from my mother only twice again until I was 24 years old. My father remarried 

when I was five years old. 

My step-mother was also 18 years old when she had my first half-brother in 1961. She and my father continued 

to have children, four in all, born in 1963, 1964 and 1965. We were a good Catholic-Italian family who formed 

this new family for the next decade.  

I had a Cinderfella relationship with my step-mother for 11 months per year. December was entirely different. 

The Christmas season has been the happiest time of the year throughout my life. 

My father would always buy one of the best Christmas trees in the city about a week before Christmas. It had 

to live until January 5th, the twelfth day of Christmas, when it would be taken down each year. It was always 

splendidly decorated with lights, ornaments and tinsel. During the week before Christmas the whole family 

would put their presents under the tree until Christmas Eve when the bottom of the tree was overflowing with 

gifts. 

From 1962 to 1972 I would have the most difficult time falling asleep on Christmas Eve. Santa Claus would be 

coming! I knew he wouldnôt come until I was asleep which probably made it even more difficult to fall asleep. 

Eventually me and my four brothers and sister would fall asleep in our bedrooms. My step-mother would sleep 

in a cot setup across the stairs so that we couldnôt go down until dawn to see what Santa brought us. She and 

my father would always go down first to be ready with the cameras to take pictures of us coming down the 

stairs and opening our gifts. My step-mother would use the still camera and my father would man the 8mm 

camera to take moving pictures. 

We could play with our favorite toys until 8am when we would have to get ready to go to church for 9am mass. 

Then it was right back home by 10am to play with our favorite toys that Santa brought us. By 11:30am the 

house would be overflowing with uncles, aunts and cousins who would come over to our house because Santa 

Claus was going to visit us to see if we enjoyed our gifts. 

Every year Santa came to our home on Christmas Day between 11:30am and noon. It had to be the real Santa 

because it was the same jolly fat man every year. It had to be the real Santa! My brothers, sister and I were very 

impressed that dad knew Santa so well he would come visit us every Christmas morning while the reindeer 

rested from all the work they had done the night before! 

Because of the auspicious Christmas holidays of my first decade of life, itôs easy to understand that the Christ-

mas season has become my favorite time of year. October, with its World Series, is baseball Christmas. As an 

adult, baseball Christmas goes right into the Christmas season for me. The stores putting up their Christmas 

decorations in November are only beginning to catch up to me and my Christmas Season. 

Christmas shopping is a 12 month activity for me. Some of the best Christmas shopping can be done on De-

cember 26th every year. There is never a month when I see something that I think someone would like that I 

wonôt buy it to save as a Christmas gift. To me, it would seem like a lost opportunity. 

Every year my children and I visit downtown Denver to see the Parade of Lights, where the last float is Santa 

waving hello to all and wishing us a Merry Christmas before he has to get back to the North Pole to finish his 

last minutes gift making. This year weôll be renting a limousine to go to the Parade of Lights and then weôll go 

to see some of the houses who have the best Christmas light displays in Denver. I love the Christmas light dis-

plays because it wishes everyone who sees them a Merry Christmas! If it were in my budget, I would have the 

gaudiest, most prolific Christmas display on the planet. I would want everyone to see our home for miles 

around, thinking the Coricas are wishing us a Merry Christmas! 

It was long ago that Christmas stopped being a religious holiday and became a secular holiday for me. It does-

nôt have to be a religious holiday to celebrate Christmas. December 25th is the day we celebrate the birth of a 
(continued on Page 4) 
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man who exemplified everything we feel is wonderful about being Unitarian Universalists. From the legends 

we have about Jesus, weôre told he practiced diversity and tolerance in unprecedented levels. We are all broth-

ers and sisters in the eyes of his god which is the epitome of the worldwide web of life. 

The best lesson Iôve ever heard that Jesus preached was that love should not have to be earned. Love should be 

given freely, wholly and without reservation to every human being all over the world. We are the family of 

man and nothing can ever change that. I call myself a Christian because I believe that if JC were alive today, 

heôd be a Unitarian Universalist. How could he not be? 

In celebration of a birth millions of people believe happened about 2000 years ago, in commemoration of the 

life of a man whom weôve only been left to make legend of, in remembrance of the spirit of that man and what 

weôre told he stood for, my family and I wish you and yours the very Merriest Christmas and Happy New 

Year!  

Peace & Love, 

Carmen 
Carmen J. Corica, Editor of The Columbine Connection 
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Women's Circle Solstice Ceremony  

All women of the CUUC community are invited to our special Solstice ceremony which will be held on Tuesday, 

December 15th, at CUUC community room, at 7 pm. This is our most sacred event of the year. We will be focusing 

on the meaning of Solstice...going from darkness into the coming light. 

We ask all who attend to bring a candle, and a snack or dessert to share with others. 

Please let either Ruthanne Cauley or Sue Dressel know if you are coming.  

The deadline for The Columbine Connection for the next 12 months is as follows:  

December 16, January 20, February 17, March 17, April 14, May 19, June 16, July 14, August 18, September 15, October 20, November 17  

These dates are the Wednesday prior to the second to last Sunday of the month. The Connection will be available for members and friends 

at the last Sunday Service of the month at CUUC. Then it will mailed to the remainder of the subscribers. The deadline for the next thirteen 

issues will be at midnight on the above dates. Be prepared to have all submissions to the Connection by 12:00AM (midnight) on the dead-

line date. If it is a problem meeting the deadline, please contact the editor to make arrangements for the submission. No guarantees, explicit 

or implied are made for any submission which become the property of  The Columbine Connection. 

For Hire ñ Help With Your Chores  

My name Sam Gaiser. I am 16 years old, a member of CUUC and looking for paid work. I am willing to help you 

with manual labor of any kind ï shoveling snow, raking leaves, moving furniture, boxes, etc. I am also willing to do 

any other projects for you where you need some extra help. If you know of anyone hiring for part-time work, I 

would appreciate a referral. I have my own trans- portation. P l e a s e 

call me at (303)483-8717 or email me at 

xgaiser@gmail.com. Thank you for your help. 

CornUUcopia  

What a great success! And what a fun time was had by all! 

Some statistics: 

287 items were donated by 75 people and businesses. 

55 people bid on items, raising a total of $12,700! 

85 people enjoyed a fabulous Italian dinner and then entertainment by ñT with SAS.ò 

The money we raised at the auction helps CUUC in these challenging times to continue our work as a beacon of lib-

eral faith. 

Thanks again to everyone who donated items and bid on items, and especially to those who volunteered to help put 

the auction on. This is definitely a group effort. 

Sue Zloth   

mailto:xgaiser@gmail.com

