
The CUUC Theme of the Month is Rebirth  

April 4  òEaster Sunday: Multi-Generational Service of Renewaló          

Reverend Coeyman, Martin Blue -Norton, and David Burrows  

We are in the season of new life. In the northern hemisphere, Spring marks a rebirth 

of the earth and often a new beginning of our own personal growth. This service will 

reflect on the joys of re-birth, in our congregation, in our personal lives. Celebrate 

Easter Sunday through stories, music, and a childrenôs egg hunt. Active, uplifting 

music will pepper our service. Join us for a multigenerational service that is guaran-

teed to get you moving.  

April 11  òUUs Celebrating Earth Day: Forty Years Oldó Reverend Coeyman   

This year marks the fortieth anniversary of the recognition of Earth Day. The many 

current Calls to Action for Ethical Eating and Environmental Justice in the Unitarian 

Universalist Association remind us that care of Mother Earth is a religious obliga-

tion. In this service, letôs also do a check day on how this congregation is doing with 

its support for the 2008-2012 UUA Social Action Issue on Ethical Eating. 

April 18  òClarence Darrow vs. the Death Penalty" 

Wes Howe and Lygia Garrick   

Chicago, 1924: Nathan F. Leopold Jr. and Richard Loeb, aged 19 and 18, kidnap and 

murder fourteen-year-old Bobby Franks and when questioned, readily confess. The 

crimes outrage Chicago and the nation. In one of his last trials, at age 67, Clarence 

Darrow represents the two juveniles in a trial that becomes a "trial of the century." In 

his summation, Darrow pleads for compassion and mercy for the sake of his clients 

and future generations. How much has society's attitude toward the death penalty 

changed since Clarence Darrow made his plea? 

April 25  "Transforming Our World and Ourselves"  

Justice Action Coordinating Team   
It sounds lofty to say we want to transform our world and ourselves, yet this is 

what CUUC's mission calls us to do. Just ACT is made up of optimistic realists who 

know our actions are like a drop in the ocean and that every action we take influ-

ences something or someone. Today we look at some of those actions and 

the influences they have on us, our church, our community, and perhaps on you. 
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From the Minister  

A few weeks ago I spent a morning in Aurora at the Cannery run by the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints. I was part of a group of twenty volunteers: about ten from the 

Denver Interfaith Ministry group I recently joined, a half-dozen from Metro CareRing, 

and several other volunteers. We came prepared for ódirtyô work, with clothes and shoes 

that could get wet, hair (including facial for the men) bound in hairnets, and no jewelry. 

We were to serve in our places on various food-assembly lines. That day, our group was 

assigned carrots and cookies! What a great time we had! 

The LDS Church runs canneries at several locations around the country. These are big 

operations. The cannery uses surplus and excess food supplies from various food manu-

facturers, as well as from its own farms. Their goal is to combat hunger in communities 

around the country. Driven by the work of volunteers such as our group, the canneries are 

intended to supply food for several purposes: for the general operations of the church and 

its members, for private volunteers, whether or not church members, who can purchase products at cut-rate prices, and 

for community food banks and other humanitarian concerns. 

In Denver, about one quarter of the production goes to humanitarian efforts, as our production did. Our cans of carrots 

were sent to Denver Urban Ministries, Metro CareRing, and the food pantry at the Islamic Center. In fact, it was at the 

Denver cannery some twenty years ago that the idea of partnering between the LDS church and community organiza-

tions first came up. 

This was a great, and new, experience for me, working on an assembly line like this. Working side by side, sometimes 

can by can, with my interfaith minister colleagues, I got to know them in whole new ways. Especially with all of us un-

der hair nets, there was also some sort of equalizing effect, as we all worked toward a common goal. Ordained ministers 

and college students coming together for a common cause. Also, knowing that our product ð and it was a very tangible 

product, these 4000-some cans of carrots we produced that day, along with about 200 bags of cookies ð would be used 

in outreach to community services, felt good. This work on the cannery line felt like we were doing something positive 

for the world. I admit I also thought about the UU seventh principle, on the interconnected web of life. If one person in 

these assembly lines messed up, or shirked her or his responsibility, the entire production process was slowed down, or 

perhaps even totally goofed up. (And yes, I also recalled that old óI Love Lucyô show, set in the candy factory.) This 

was also a great day of work because it was fun! Something Iôll do again next year when our interfaith group signs up. 

The morning at the cannery also reminded me to be grateful. Yes, sometimes finances are tight for many of us. But let 

us also be reminded about the many privileges each of us probably enjoys on a regular basis; the ability to actually put 

food on our tables through our own efforts, almost every or every day of the year. I am grateful for these many blessings 

I have and have become much more aware of the importance of agencies such as this cannery which are reaching out to 

our communities, especially during these challenging economic times. 

Any of us can go to the Denver cannery to volunteer time. Yes, there are age minimums on being around heavy equip-

ment. However, there are many other tasks to do there as well. In the coming months our DRE, Martin, and I will be 

talking about how we might organize some sort of family work day at the LDS cannery. We donôt all have to believe 

alike to help our neighbors in need. 

See you at church! 

Many blessings, 

Barbara  
Reverend Barbara Coeyman 



The Columbine Connection   April 2010 

 

Page 3 

The stewardship committee is finishing up our annual stewardship campaign and anticipates that the congregation will 

meet the goals that we set for ourselves at the winter congregational meeting. Next yearôs budget will not rely on grants 

or the service auction to meet the churchôs operating expenses. This means that the committee running the auction will 

not have the overbearing worry that they must come up to the target amount to make the budget balance. Now the 

money from the auction can be used for replacing the churchôs reserves, improvements at church, and outreach. The 

church will be much healthier financially and we will be able to reach out to others with our liberal religious message. 

On May 16th we will hold the spring congregational meeting to vote on the final budget for the coming fiscal year, 

which runs from July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011. If you have items that you think the congregation needs to act on, now is 

the time to let a Board member know, so your item can be added to the agenda. When items are on the agenda, we can 

plan to have time for discussion, so that we can come to an informed decision. However, the spring meeting is one of 

the two annual meetings at which new business can also be presented from the floor. The spring congregational meeting 

is also when we elect the Board of Trustees for the coming year, and also elect members to our two congregational com-

mittees, the Committee on Ministry and the Leadership Search Committee. 

Here are a few other things that may be of interest to you. Flyers are arriving about various church camps and retreats. 

These are placed on the information shelf at the back of the sanctuary. Even if you are unable to go to any of these 

camps this year, you may want to check them out for possible future summers. The latest info to arrive is the brochure 

for Ferry Beach camp in Maine, with its great variety of activities already planned for the summer of 2010. Secondly, 

the public meeting regarding the sale of the churchôs property is now scheduled. As soon as the meeting takes place, we 

will share more information about the company that will develop the land and the intended use. Next, updated security 

plans for the church are being put in place. We will soon hear more about security, along with drills. 

Remember, Board Members or Committee Chairs are always more than willing to talk with you about what is happen-

ing at CUUC. 

In Our Faith, 
Sally 
Sally Popiel, President of the Board of Trustees 

From the President  

Leadership Search Report  

The CUUC Bylaws call for the Leadership Search Committee (LSC) to present to the Congregation a slate of candi-

dates for elected positions at the May 16, 2010 Spring Congregational Meeting. The LSC presents the following slate: 

 President ï Amy Rowland 

 Vice President ï Sarah Manning 

 Treasurer ï Loraine Kreznar 

 Trustee ï Mardi Stone 

Sue Fraley and George Eger will continue on as Trustees finishing out the 2nd year of their 2-year term. 

LSC is still in the process of finding qualified candidates for 1 slot on the Committee on Ministry and 2 slots on the 

Leadership Search Committee.  Stay tuned for more updatesé 

Your Leadership Search Committee, 

Sue Zloth 

Jamie Daniels 

Wes Howe 
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Making a Difference 
 by Frances Blizard 

Spring is a lovely time of year, promising new life, but unemployment has put more and more families in a desperate 

situation. The food they receive from Inter-Faith Community Services is critical to their survival. 

The amount of food that's in the Community Basket every week shows the compassion and generosity of our congrega-

tion. The need continues, and thanks to food drives and support from many churches and civic groups Inter-Faith has so 

far been able to cope. 

Foods that are most needed to fill the shelves of the Food Bank are pasta of any sort, dry or canned, beans of any sort, 

dry or canned, and canned meats of any kind. 

A reminder that warm clothing is always in demand.  Also, children's shoes that have been out-

grown as well as adult shoes. 

It is a privilege for me to drive up to Inter-Faith every Monday with our donations; I feel 

proud of the generosity of our church. 

Thank You CUUC !  

As Stewardship Chair, I wish a huge thank you to every Member and Pledging Friend for participating 

in our Stewardship Drive for Fiscal Year 2011. During this stewardship season our stewards were able to 

individually meet with nearly everyone. Our many face-to-face meetings have been rewarding for both 

members and stewards. 

We all owe a special thank you to the following members who stepped up to be stewards this year. The 

extra time and attention theyôve given to CUUC this stewardship season is a gift to the congregation! 

Joan Bradt Karen Cody-Hopkins Jamie Daniels George Eger Sue Fraley 

Lygia Garrick  Suzanne Fey-Gaiser  Amy Rowland David Manning 

We are now in the final stage of CUUCôs budgeting process. After our pledging results are evaluated by 

the Finance Committee they will be presented to our Board and the final budget for Fiscal Year 2011 

will be created. The final budget will be presented at the Congregational Meeting after service on 

Sunday, May 16. Please plan on attending this meeting. Your vote is important. And please, if you 

havenôt yet turned in your pledge form, do so as soon as possible. 

Gratefully Yours, 

Sarah 
Sarah Manning, Stewardship Chair 
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Musings 
For all the folks out there that donôt know this, I have been the lone voice who, when we are finished saying the Affirma-

tion during Sunday Service, add ñand with godò at the end. It was brought to my attention that people may interpret my 

words as being disrespectful to the process our congregation went through when we changed the Affirmation to omit god. 

Disrespect never entered my mind. I apologize to anyone who feels I have disrespected them or the process for change. I 

have agreed not to say ñand with godò until we can have a further discussion with the Worship Committee. I want to use 

Musings this month to explain to you what my thought process is in saying ñand with godò at the end of the affirmation. 

I believe in god. I believe I was intentionally created. While I do come to Sunday Service to be with you, the members, 

friends and visitors of CUUC, my primary goal in Sunday Service is to have a place where I can thank and pray to my god 

at least once a week. Certainly my god is available to me 24 hours a day, 365 days per year; however, Sunday Service in 

church, we seem to be especially assembled with the idea of praying, worshipping and acknowledging beliefs. 

Because we are Unitarian Universalists, we welcome all faiths, including but not limited to Buddhists, Muslims, Taoist, 

Christians, Jews, Pagans and Atheists. If I understand my Unitarian Universalist culture correctly, we want to make all 

faiths feel welcome in our church. As a UU, I know and understand what I believe, but Iôm not so presumptuous as to be-

lieve I know all the answers. I do not have perfect knowledge about anything - with the possible exception of baseball. I 

welcome all faiths into my church because everyone has something to teach me about life and love. Come show me your 

faith and Iôll show you mine. 

Personally, why the world wide web of people decides to do good deeds is not a big concern of mine. I only want them, 

including and foremost myself, to do more good deeds more often. I donôt believe that whoever has the most toys wins. 

My faith tells me the winners are the ones who have done everything they can for anyone they can. Itôs nice to be kind to 

your parents and children. Itôs good to be good to your friends, neighbors and coworkers. I also want to give something to 

the person holding the sign at highway exit. I want to stop for the stranger on the side of the road to see if they need help. I 

want to pick up the hitchhiker, comfort the drifter, welcome the itinerant and protect the defenseless. 

I want to do these things because I am grateful to a creator I believe gave me life. I want to give back to my creator and the 

way my creator wants me to give back is by helping others. Personally, I have a lot of improving to do, but that doesnôt 

mitigate the desire. Iôm far from perfect. Even if Iôm wrong about having a creator, what a wonderful world I would live in 

if I could do and be all these things. 

At Sunday Service, I believe we say the Affirmation because we are acknowledging the most important aspects of our be-

ings, out loud, in unison. Compassion is what we want to teach. Our quest is for truth. Service in love is our prayer. We 

want peace for ourselves and the world around us. We want the freedom to seek knowledge and to nurture people. These 

are the things that are most important to us. Then, finally, we want to affirm all these things in a spirit of love and unity. 

Our affirmation leaves me feeling something incredibly important is not being said. I want to affirm these things with my 

god. To not affirm this with my god is akin to going to a baseball game but watching the game on the television at the con-

cession stand. I go to the ballgame to see the players live and in action. I go to Sunday Worship to be with god. My church 

is the symbol of the home for my god. I honor my god, as I would my parents, with a visit to their home. If Iôm forced to 

rank the reasons I come to church every Sunday, thanking and acknowledging my god is the most important reason. 

I acknowledge the conundrum of having an affirmation that serves both atheists and theists. I can understand atheists not 

wanting to say they are affirming anything with a personal god. However, the Affirmation is a prayer for all of us. It is not 

a personal prayer. An atheist should not feel they are affirming anything with a personal god. They are affirming that there 

are others in the congregation who believe in god and a creator. The atheists are affirming and validating I exist as much 

as I want to validate their existence. How do they want me to do that? Tell me the words to add to the affirmation that 

would validate and affirm there are atheists in my congregation, and I will add them to my affirmation. 

I have no problem affirming with science, the web of life, nature and even coincidence. I want to also affirm the same 

things with my god. As a theist, the most important reason for coming to church is god. I feel disrespectful when my affir-

mation does not include god. Iôve accepted and am willing to affirm that atheists have science and it is important to them. 

Iôm asking atheists to affirm that I have my god and it is important to me. 

Peace & Love, 

Carmen 
Carmen J. Corica, Editor of The Columbine Connection 
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Save the Date! 
All -Church Benefit Bash for  

Elizabeth Blue -Norton!  

Saturday, April 24 6 -10pm at Jefferson Unitarian Church!  

Columbine UU Church has been asked to help Jefferson Unitarian Church with a fundraiser for the Blue-Norton 

family. Of course, we said YES! 

JUC is  sponsoring a church-wide benefit for Elizabeth Blue-Norton, 11-year old daughter of JUC members 

Carla & Martin Blue-Norton, who was diagnosed with bone cancer last September. The 

family's bills are steadily mounting, and we are excited to be able to help them! Big Uni-

verse will be jamming and many other FUN activities are being planned! 

BBQ Dinner prices will be $10/person $5/kids (12 and under) or $25/family (max). There 

will be music and the opportunity to make new friends at Jefferson Unitarian Church or 

meet up with your friends at JUC. Look for ticket sales coming soon in the lobby after 

church. 

The deadline for The Columbine Connection for the next 12 months is as follows:  

April 14, May 19, June 16, July 14, August 18, September 15, October 20, November 17, December 15, January 19, February 16, March 16    

These dates are the Wednesday prior to the second to last Sunday of the month. The Connection will be available for members and friends 

at the last Sunday Service of the month at CUUC. Then it will mailed to the remainder of the subscribers. The deadline for the next twelve 

issues will be at midnight on the above dates. Be prepared to have all submissions to the Connection by 12:00AM (midnight) on the dead-

line date. If it is a problem meeting the deadline, please contact the editor to make arrangements for the submission. No guarantees, explicit 

or implied are made for any submission which become the property of  The Columbine Connection. 

Third Annual  

Columbine Acts Day!  
April 24  

Join in as we continue our tradition of CUUC members and friends, kids and grandparents spending a few hours 

one Saturday working to make our community a better place. Itôs called Columbine Acts Day and it is a lot of 

worthwhile fun. This April 24 we will spend the day putting our UU values into practice as a community of caring 

people. Columbine Acts Day is part of a Mountain Desert District effort to have every UU congregation devote a 

day in April to social service. In the metro area Jefferson Unitarian, First Universalist, Prairie UU, and Columbine, 

are holding similar service days. 

Just ACT is gathering several one-day projects that you can choose from; some are more strenuous, some are in-

doors, and kids can participate in every one. Please join us especially if your schedule does not allow you to commit 

to ongoing projects. Plan to spend a few hours on April 24th in a community of generous UUs walking our talk. Our 

work on April 24th will be a celebration of our principles that value our place in the web of life and the worth and 

dignity of every person. 

The Just ACT crew is working on the details now so if you want to help, or have questions or suggestions, email 

them to justact@columbineuuchurch.org or speak with Eric Gustafson, Brian Pendleton, Jim Hopkins, Maureen 

Flanigan, or Sarah Manning over coffee. 

Join us! Join in Columbine Acts Day! 

A Very Special Weekend for CUUC ñ Part One 

A Very Special Weekend for CUUC ñ Part Two 

mailto:justact@columbineuuchurch.org
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CUUC Book Club Meets  

The Book Club will discuss Ghostwritten on April 28. The stories in this work 

of fiction take place mainly around East Asia but also move through Russia, 

Britain, the USA, and Ireland. Each chapter details a different story and central 

character which are linked to other chapters through coincidental events. The novel is the subject 

of a number of influences, particularly from East Asian culture and superstition. Real events are 

remodeled for plot purposes. 

The book won the John Llewellyn Rhys award and received good reviews. 

The group will pick a book for discussion in June. 

The Book Club meets in the church lounge at 7:30 pm on the fourth Wednesday of each month. 

You need not have read the book to participate. Visitors are welcome. 

Singers Wanted!  

For the Columbine UU Church Choir. 

Expand your voice and heart. 

Refresh and Recharge with Song. 

Take part in Sunday services and  

musical events in the larger Denver  

community. Enjoy new musical experiences. For more 

info contact David Burrows at 303-455-2110 or email  

music@columbineuuchurch.org. 

Grocery  Scrip & Gift Cards!  

Every time you purchase scrip you are contributing to 

the financial health of the church. Scrip are redeemable 

at King Soopers, Starbuck, Barnes and Noble and many 

other merchants. If you buy $50.00 per week in scrip, 

in 10 years you will have contributed $1,300.00 to 

CUUC! And it did not cost you anything since you re-

ceive one dollars worth of merchandise for every dollar 

of scrip you buy. It is a great way to support CUUC!!!! 

Standing on the Side of Love  

The Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) sponsors Standing on the Side of Love, a public advocacy 

campaign that seeks to harness loveôs power to stop oppression. It is based on the belief that no one should 

be dehumanized through acts of exclusion, oppression, or violence because of their identities. In public 

debates over immigration, LGBT rights, and more, religious people stand on the side of love and call for 

respect, inclusion, and compassion. 

Standing on the Side of Love is an inclusive, multi-faith effort that emphasizes the messages of all relig-

ions based in compassion and love. Non-religious people who want to stand on the side of love are also 

welcome to get involved.  Through community activism, social networking, and media outreach, people 

across the nation are equipped to counter fear and make love real in the world. 

On April 18, CUUC will ñsplit-the-plateò with Standing on the Side of Love. In addition to donating on 

that day, you can get involved in many other ways ï attending or sponsoring local events, signing petitions, 

purchasing items from their on-line store, and even participating in blogs. You can learn much more by 

checking out the website:  

http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org.  

And please, make a special donation on April 18! 

mailto:music@columbineuuchurch.org
http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/1272/t/9818/p/salsa/event/distributedevent/public/search.sjs?distributed_event_KEY=536&city=&region=&country=USA
http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/?page_id=774
http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/about/?page_id=383
http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/
http://archive.uua.org/CONG/chalices/chal18.jpg
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Passover Seder  

Come celebrate the arrival of Spring from the Jewish tradition ï a Passover Seder ï on Monday April 5 at 6 pm. This is 

a wonderful family oriented celebration, and a good way to learn more about our Jewish heritage. Do you know what 

Haroseth, Parsley, Roasted Egg, Shank Bone, and Bitter Herbs symbolize? Join us and find out. 

There will be a fee of $10 per adult and $5 per child to offset the costs of the dinner. A sign-up sheet is posted at the 

back of the sanctuary. And we need people to help in the following areas: 

Setup/cleanup 

Prepare or buy side dishes 

Bring wine and grape juice 

All expenses will be reimbursed. Please let Sue Zloth know at 720-733-7935 or zloths@q.com if you can help out.  

CUUC Book Sale  

Attention all you book-lovers!  CUUC is holding its annual Book Sale on Sunday May 23, at 12:00 after services. 

We welcome donations of gently-used hardcover and paperback books.   Please limit your donations to general-interest 

books ï no textbooks.  DVD donations are also welcome. 

Donations will be accepted during the month of April and May in the Green Room.  And please plan on 

attending the Book Sale on May 23. 

Sue Zloth zloths@q.com 

(720)733-7935 

The Public Radio Project 

of the 

Colorado UU Congregations 

(UU PRProject) 
 

Have You Heard?   UU's on Public Radio!  

Have you heard one of the UU messages on KCFR? Driving in the car? Lying in bed? Well, many people have! Over 

3,000 people have gone to the UU website mentioned in our underwriter announcements to get more information about 

UU's in the greater Denver area. Already, at CUUC a family showed up on a Sunday to check out the church based on 

the announcement. 

The UU PRProject is on a roll!! We are approaching KUNC, KGNU, and KUVO for our next campaign. Final ques-

tion: Have you written your check yet? Just put it in the Sunday collection basket, and write ñPublic Radio Projectò in 

the memo line. CUUC collected almost $1,000 in 2009, but donations have been very low since then. Remember, you 

can donate annually or make monthly contributions. If you have questions, contact CUUC's PRProject Coordinator, 

Kathy Derrick, at kthyderrick@yahoo.com, or 720-335-6766. 

mailto:zloths@q.com
mailto:zloths@q.com
mailto:kthyderrick@yahoo.com
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The Columbine Connection 
This monthly newsletter of the Columbine Unitarian Universalist 
Church is for the benefit of its members and pledging friends. Visitors 

receive the newsletter for six months, after which time, if they have not 

made a pledge to the church, they may subscribe for $12.00 a year by 
calling (303)972-1716. To contribute an article to the newsletter, send 

email to: newsletter@columbineuuchurch.org 

Or call (303) 882-1896 

Darrell Dodge Web Coordinator Carmelo J. Corica Editor 

CUUC Website: Http://www.columbineuuchurch.org 

All contents copyright 2010 

It is the editorial policy of this newsletter to print what-
ever is sent to us for inclusion, unless we think the item 
will be offensive or hurtful. It occurred to us that it would 
be interesting reading to hear how others came to call 
themselves Unitarian Universalists. This, then, is an invi-
tation to share that part of your faithôs 
journey with our readership. All other 
topic are open for submission also. Mem-
bers of CUUC will be given preferential 
treatment where publishing is concerned. 
Thank you for understanding. 

Dane Pribbeno's Senior Concert in Boulder  

Dane will be graduating this May with a Music degree in classical guitar from the University of Colorado in Boulder. 

As part of his 'final', he has to put on a senior concert. 

His concert will be April 21 at 7:30 in Grysin Auditorium at the Imig Music Building. Some of the pieces he will be 

playing will be A Bach Cello Suite for Guitar, Variations of a Mozart Theme by Fernando Sor, and Six Preludes by 

Manual Ponce. Admission is free with refreshments following. 

If you have any questions, please call Laurie (303-909-5976) or Ken Pribbeno (303-916-3575). 

Sale To Benefit CUUC  

Bob and Frances Blizard are moving to a smaller home, and need to part with many possessions that they enjoyed in 

years past but now, alas, must part with. 

The two best things about the sale is that it will to be a win-win event. You will be the one to pick out an item, decide 

what it is worth, and write out a check to the Church. 

This exciting event will be held in the Sanctuary on Saturday, April 3, from 10:00am to 2:00pm. Feel 

free to bring friends. Wine and cheese will not be served. 

Questions?  Call us at  (303)795-8221. 

 Hear Ye! Hear Ye! 
CUUC Congregational Meeting  

CUUC's Spring Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday May 16, 2010, after the service. This 

is our yearly meeting where we elect members to fill the Board of Trustee and Congregational Com-

mittee positions for the coming terms as needed. We will also vote to approve the budget for the 

coming Fiscal Year. The meeting can also include any other business that may properly come before 

the Meeting. All are welcome to attend. 

The CUUC Board of Trustees 


