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August 2 OReproductive Rights: Confronting T
Reverend Barbara Coeyman
At this time of the summer, Unitarian Universalists sadly recall the act of viglence
last July in the Knoxville UU Church that left two persons dead. More recently, an-
other violent Sunday morning intrusion in a Kansas church resulted in the death of
abortion doctor George Tiller. Gr ound e
of respect for the inherent worth and dignity of all persons, what might we of liberal
faith do to help lessen violence in our culture, especially around issues of abortion
and other reproductive rights. How can we find common ground in controyersial
issues that motivate some individuals to commit acts of violence?

August 9 OWe are a Wel coming Con§/€CEgnaittéeo n 6

The Columbine Connectic

Sunday Programs
‘/; )
coming Congregation in 1998. The Welcoming Congregation Committee supports

Inside This Issue: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender issues. Members of the Committee will
' present facts, personal stories and steps you can take to help promote equality.

From the Minister 2 . )
. August 16 iSt andi ng of the RevdrendBafbard @oeyenan
From the President 3 . . .

_ _ In this summer when we acknowledge the fortieth anniversary of the Stonewall up-
Making a Difference “1lrising in Greenwich Village, as well &
Musings 5 | |paign by the Unitarian Universalist Association, a campaign committed to confront-
Happenings 6,7 &8 | |ing issues of exclusion, oppression, and violence based on identity, today we exam-
Notes from Rev. Barbara o|line Marriage Equality and celebrate ou

cacy for Marriage Rights. Where are we as a nation in supporting full equaljty for
all? How do our values in free faith compel us to take a Stand for Marriage Rights
here in Colorado?

From the DRE 11

August 23 "The Many Faces fi and Religion @ of Carl Sandburg” Wes Howe

Carl Sandburg's poetry reflects a contempt for organized religion, but he had a soft
spot for Universalists. As a radical he exposed the plight of the American worker,
the poor, and the victims of war and discrimination during the first half of the Twen-
tieth Century through raw, sometimes violent verse. But his tender side speakis softly
to the most intimate of human relatioMes Howe'sprevious presentations were
"The Existentialism of Country Music" and "The Religion of a Western Lawman".

August 30 oOUnderstanding Mor moni s mé Cliff Eley

As the newsletter went to press little information was known about the Sunday, Au-
gust 30 Service and Sermon or our guest speaker. What we can be sure of is tha
Cliff Eley will give us a lot of information on the Latter Day Saints and their relig-
ion. We will come away from this service understanding our neighbors acrgss the
street better.
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oLooking Ahead to the I\Hex

What a busy church year this has been. So much has happened here at CUU[E and
much has changed. Transformation has infused so many corners of this congiegation
with a capital 6T. 6 Here in the sumiher,
have come from over the past year, we also look ahead to where we are going in the
coming year. Much good has happened this year, so it is thrilling to realize thalf much
more positive growth and change like this still lies ahead.

| want to share with you one of my plans for the coming church year. Sta
ing in September, in a spirit of shared ministry, we will be planning a thematic approach
to our congregational life. We will implement a monthly theme that can be appljed to
many of our programming activities. There will be a monthly rotation of spirityplly
grounded themes which will be related in part to seasonal celebrations as well g to the
cycles of congregational life. | have worked with the Worship Committee to idgntify
themes which will assist us in the planning of worship services for the coming yﬁm.

have

I know of several other UU congregations using this thematic approach. So
been doing this long enough that they actually have ¥eae rotating grids of covej-
age. There are several compelling reasons for our congregation taking this thengatic ap-
proach. The Worship Committee agrees that some thematic coherence definel in ad:
vance for the entire worship year will be a great help in scheduling the topics afjd con-
tent of worship services. Worship planning will revolve around these themes, ndt dog-
matically but as to enhance the coherence of the worship year. We can offer njore co-
herent worship program planning, as well as moreeipth exploration of any particular
spiritual topic or theme. Focus on a particular spiritual theme for an entire mongh also
means that over the course of the month, many more members of the congregagion will
have exposure to that theme or idea than has occurred in this first year of my nfjinistry,
whi ch has been -aftheppeannhtastdo orfo taa tfisoenatof [ wor

Furthermore, congregational activities can work off this thematic schedule for thegjr pro-

grams and activities. For example, religious education classes and projects for bgth chil-
dren/youth and adult, can schedule events to coordinate with the monthly thefnes. In
February, with the theme of fACompasgdgi on
social justice issue. The Book Club might use the themes to help choose readirjg mate:
rial with a theme such as forgiveness in October as we celebrate Jewish High Holy
Days, or trust in December as we go into the dark of winter.

Also, starting in September we will begin our Covenant Group Ministry (CGM), kijown

to some as fASmall Group Ministryo. With
or CGM (see my fANotesoO on page 9 fpr

"Covenant Group topics to the monthly themes for the coming church year.

—r

iIIn collaboration with the worship committee, | will evaluate this
matic plan, making adjustments as necessary to go forward in
coming year.

While admittedly this list is still subject to tinkering before we ina
rate the plan in September, for purposes of planning your own pr¢
events, here is the tentative schedule of monthly themes forZ20@» \
church year: (continued on the bottom of Page 3)
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From the President

Dear fellow congregants of CUUC,

Since this is my first |l etter to you as gr e
plenty of time later for dealing with the details of our church life together.

First, let me introduce myself, since some of our newer congregants may not know me. | a
ti me UU, recognizing in the 19706s that [ h o
the course of my familybés travel s, [ h av ajfl me
California, and now in Colorado. | have been associated with Columbine UU Church from
it was formed, since | served on the committee that worked to found our relatively new co
tion. I had the honor to be this congreg | i1«
tees at CUUC. | stepped away from leadership for a while, gratefully passing the torch t
and appreciating the value of multiple leadership styles and points of view. | was asked to
dent again this year, to help consolidate the great progress we have recently made in our ¢
tionds 1ife.

decided upon in 2006 and initiated in 2007. We are a healthy, growing congregation in a ti | b when
other congregations, UU and otherwise, are struggling to deal with the current economic clinfiate.

So, let us enjoy our thriving church family and rejoice in our time together. | look forward [fp my
year of being fAfirst among equalsd in ou CoO
me about any aspect of our community, my door is always open.

In our faith,

Sally

Sally Popiel, President of the Board of Trustees

(Continued from Page 2)

September: Covenant October: Trust November: Thanksgiving
December: Forgiveness January: Mystery February: Compassion
March: Hope April: Rebirth May: Appreciation

June: Selacceptance July: to be announced August: to be announced

Have a good summer!

Many blessings,

=
\ /4
Barbara

Reverend Barbara Coeyman M
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Making a Difference

by Frances Blizard

August Already '09

Ready! Set! SchoolThat is one place where we are making a big difference. To date, the people in this fine cngrega
tion have chosen to be sponsors of 24 children, and others have donated close to $475 to help this fine prog

ing children off to a good start in school can make all the difference in their having a good year they can buil§l on or
poor one that will lower their future chances of success.

And the Community Baskets (one does resemble a little red wagon) are full every week with food and clothjfhg. Hov
fine that is!

I love this church.
Editorés Note: And we | ove you too Franci s!

Mountain Desert District (MDD) Annual Meeting & Conference

The MDD Annual Meeting and Conference will be held October 18.8, 2009n beautiful Fort Collins, Colorado,
at the Fort Collins Marriott Hotel.

The theme this year is "Spiritual Harmony: Celebrating the UU Religious Voice". The Conference includes a vide vari
ety of workshops,plus musicand meals togethegnd a wonderfulSunday morning worship servic&here will

be excellent and affordable children and youth programmingdes 218. The MDD Conference is for EVERYONH

folks of all ages are encouraged to join in the experience of what is essentially an affordable "Mini GA".

The Friday nighKeynote Speaker this year is singangwriter Holly Near, who will also offer us a concert Thurgfay
night at the hotel for only $15!

Registration forms are available on the MDD websitew.mdduua.orgor in the back of the Sanctuayou must
register directly with Marriot for your hotel roomd the contact information can be found on the registragion
form. Room rates of $99 are guaranteed until Septemberdl5tbserve early for best selectidbbntact Karen Cod
Hopkinskjch@att.nebr Sue Fraleguefraley@Q.cornif you have anyjuestions.

Outfitting Your Kids for School ?
Donét forget to use gift cards from CUUC when

Order your gift cards now so when ités ti me
can get gift cards from Kohl 6s, American Eagl
JC Penny, Footlocker, Express, Wdart and many more stores! Anda u
gift cards for Office Depot or Office Max will cover all the details.

_ Pick up an order envelope today, decide where you want to shop, how much you want to spend, en
aycheck payable to CUUC and youoII recelve your

TERY
S i




